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Vicarage View 
 
Sexagesima 2018 

 
Even in the mighty pantheon of 

rugby greats in New Zealand, 

Michael Jones is a legend.  He is also 

a devout Christian.  As such he 

refused, on principle, to play in the 

World Cup semi-final because it was 

held on a Sunday.  A brave decision; 

as there were many vying for his 

jersey.  He was, however, recalled 

for the final, and the rest, as they 

say, is history.  After the 

tournament, he was questioned by 

journalists; how did this peaceful 

man of God reconcile his faith with 

the thumping brutal tackles he 

inflicted on his opponents on the 

field every week?  The big man 

smiled.  “Well”, he said, “Jesus tells 

us it is better to give rather than 

receive!”  

All of which brings me to my point.  

We live in a materialist society.  At 

Christmas, children excitedly ask, 

“What did you get?”  Never, “What 

did you give?”  It is in the act of 

giving that we receive; whether of 

our time, our talents or our material 

wealth.  I am immensely grateful to 

all of you for your efforts in this 

regard.  We are encouraged in 

scripture to cast our bread upon the 

waters.  To many secular eyes this 

seems like folly – sheer waste – but 

it is not. 

I remember about ten years ago, 

when I was presiding at a wedding, 

being asked by a guest, “Are you 

one of the Residentiary Canons?”  

The man obviously thought we were 

Westminster Abbey! 

St. Matthew’s, Rosslyn Chapel is 

perceived by some as a wealthy 

church.  It is a famous building; it 

attracts shed loads of visitors and 

generates a lot of income for the 

Chapel Trust.  All of which is well 

and good, but we, as a living local 

village church, need more income.   

Yes, we are privileged to worship in 

one of the most beautiful buildings 

in Christendom, but we are a 

relatively small congregation and 

our income is not high.   
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Having said that I think it is safe to 

say that we punch well above our 

weight compared to many 

Churches, in terms of our parish 

activities and all aspects of our 

mission – this is due entirely to the 

ongoing dedication and support of 

so many within our said small 

congregation.   

I would like to ask all of you to 

consider your giving to the church.  

If you are a UK taxpayer to consider 

covenanting your contribution, so 

we can reclaim the tax on your 

offering, in order to move our 

mission forward.  It is our job to 

evangelise the Gospel of Christ, and 

this does require material 

resources.  As the late Archbishop 

Marcinkus famously said, “You 

cannot run a church on Hail Marys”. 

FR JOE 

 

 

A Prayer for New Year 
 

Lord, 

Thank you that you make all things 

new. Thank you for all that 

you've allowed into our lives this past 

year, the good along with the hard 

things, which have reminded us how 

much we need you and rely on your 

presence filling us every single day. 

 

We pray for your Spirit to lead us each 

step of this New Year. We ask you to 

guide our decisions and keep us in 

your heart. We ask that you open the 

doors that should be opened and help 

us close those that need to be shut.  

 

We ask for help to pursue you first, 

above every dream and desire you’ve 

put within our hearts. 

 

AMEN 

 

 

 
 

 

World Day of Prayer 

2018 

2 pm - Friday 2 March 

at 

Roslin Kirk 

Join us as we join with our fellow Christian 

women at Roslin Kirk to pray for the world 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=l7qEf5nH&id=3E4DE1F80F508736894CA760D5578897F369652C&thid=OIP.l7qEf5nHXUIBNRu8Vd6dZQHaHa&q=world+day+of+prayer+2018+scotland&simid=608036567969170089&selectedIndex=1


4 
 

Vestry Report 

 

 
 

A few weeks ago, my daughter and I saw the 

film, ‘The Darkest Hour’, a film which 

dramatically depicts the first few days of 

Winston Churchill’s prime ministership in 

1940 as British troops waited on the beaches 

of Dunkirk to be repatriated as bombs fell 

amongst them. It reminded me of a Churchill 

quote about ‘giving’ when he said, “We make 

a living by what we get, but we make life by 

what we give”.……and so my first words of 

2018 focus on ‘giving’. 

 

 Through the Vestry, St Matthew’s has for 

many years made financial donations to 

numerous charities. These donations have 

come from covenants, fund raising and plate 

collections. In 2017 over £1,600 was shared 

with Christian Aid, Poppy Scotland, 

Midlothian Food Bank, Lothian Autistic 

Society and Children First to name but a few. 

Alongside these direct donations, members 

of the congregation support other charitable 

fund raising such as baking cakes, (no pun 

intended!) for the annual Roslin Fun Day. 

 

 Charitable giving forms a central tenant of 

the Christian faith. To reinforce this and in 

recognition of the views of the congregation 

expressed at the last AGM, the Vestry has 

approved a 25% increase in donations for the 

year ahead bringing the total amount to 

£2,000. 

 

 Finally, I wouldn’t be discharging my duties 

correctly, if I didn’t continue to raise the 

matter of covenants. Despite appearances, 

we are a cash poor church and covenants 

have dwindled considerably over the last two 

years. Covenants are an important source of 

income so if you wish to consider one please 

contact our Treasurer, Ian McLeish, or 

through the donation page on the website. 

 

 As the Vestry Chair I’m apparently allowed 

two ‘and finally’s. The Christingle service on 

Christmas Eve was a triumph! The chapel was 

full to the rafters, with standing room only. 

Not since Phantom of the Opera opened in 

the West End in 1986 has a performance be 

so eagerly anticipated and well received. As 

well as providing a wonderful event for the 

wider Roslin community, we raised over £260 

for Children First. A massive thanks to Jacqui, 

Sue, Catherine, Claire, Ruth, the musical 

talents of the Longville Taylor family and the 

all the children who spoke so beautifully on 

the day. Roll on December 2018! 

 

James Cardwell Moore 

Vestry Chair 
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Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

Report 
 

 

News from Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

 

We had some good press coverage in 

January after announcing that our visitor 

numbers for last year. Rosslyn Chapel 

welcomed a record-breaking number of 

visitors in 2017, with just over 181,700 

paying visitors during the year. The previous 

record was set in 2006, following the release 

of The Da Vinci Code film, when the Chapel 

had 175,074 visitors. The figures for 2017 

represent an increase of 13% on 2016.  

Annual passholders and children in family 

groups do not pay for admission and so 

when those numbers are added, we 

welcomed the remarkable number of over 

196,000 visitors in total in 2017. Visitors 

continue to come from far and wide and it’s 

great that historic buildings, such as the 

Chapel, continue to hold such strong appeal. 

 

  

 

It was good news that the carol service, held 

the week before Christmas, raised £207 for 

the Midlothian Foodbank and, just before 

Christmas, we presented a cheque for just 

over £400 for the village Brownies, Guides 

and  Boys’ Brigade groups to share, following  

a fundraising concert given in November by 

Edinburgh-based choir Portmanteau. 

  

The second phase of work at Collegehill 

House is now well underway and includes 

improvements to the drainage, heating, 

basement and bathroom. The interior will 

also be redecorated and the house will open 

again for holiday bookings from early April. 

  

There are a number of events planned in the 

Chapel over the coming months, including a 

concert of Scottish choral music by Heriot 

Watt University group Excelsior per Cantum 

on 24th March, a concert by Edinburgh 

Renaissance Band, the Linton Singers and 

members of the Capella St Stephan, 

Wurzburg, on 25 May and we welcome the 

Scottish Chamber Choir on 9 June. Visit our 

website’s What’s On page for more details 

or to book tickets. 

 

 

Ian Gardner 

Director, Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

 

 

  
 

  

  

FORTHCOMING GROUPS & EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

I am delighted to confirm that our 2018 quiet 
retreat weekend with the Anglican Brothers 
of St Francis, is to be scheduled for Friday the 
23 of November.  
A £10 deposit payable by the first Sunday in 
March will secure a place on a first come first 
served basis. 
It is a pre-advent break this year in order to 
allow people who find summer too busy to 
escape, and therefore, might wish some quiet 
time prior to Christmas. The weekend cost is 
about £40 a day full board less the deposit 
already paid, and very good value for money. 
The Friary is lovely during the winter with its 
massive log fire and well heated rooms, and a 
time of great atmosphere. Winter walks on 
the sands for the brave, or the cosy welcome 
of the village restaurants and pubs can be 
found for those of us who wish to venture 
out. 
In addition, this year I hope to give a talk or 
some instruction in the great library of the 
Friary, on how it is possible to become quiet 
in God and to discover ‘prayer without 
ceasing’ on a deeper level. 
I hope our retreat will be one to remember, 
and even in a small way, life changing 
 
With all my blessings 
Harry Stoddart 
 

Parish Retreat 2018                    

Friday 23 November 

 

Lent Group 2018                    

Exploring Prayer    

 

I have agreed to lead an ‘Exploration into 
Prayer’ for an hour: 2-3pm at the Mustard 
Seed on the Wednesdays, February 21, 28, 
March 7, 14, 21. 
 
All are welcome, especially if the idea of 
prayer makes you feel inadequate, yet you 
feel it worth exploring. 
 
Believing as I do that prayer is the wellspring 
of our health and sanity (our salvation) as well 
as of the renewal of our Church and our 
World, I ask you, dear reader, to keep this 
Exploration in your prayers, and especially 
myself and fellow explorers. 
 
With God all things are possible. 
John Halsey 
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A View From My Pew  
 

Well another good Christmas and New Year for me.  

Overall I feel that there wasn’t too much noise or 

disruption – a few services got a bit rowdy, like the 

Christingle service.  Who knew you could fit that many 

people in to the Chapel?  Obviously, the question of 

health and safety immediately sprung to my mind. As I 

surveyed a very full Chapel, lots of candles and then 

about 80 odd lit Christingles being wafted around by 

small children sat on knees of parents wearing woolly 

hats … with fluffy bobbles, I will admit there was a 

moment or two when I was mildly concerned!!  

Thankfully they managed to get through the service 

without setting themselves, or the Chapel, on fire and everyone seemed to have a wonderful time.  I 

obviously was rather pushed for space and quiet in that environment so had a wander out for a bit of fresh 

air.  All was quiet, and other than the goings on inside, silence reigned.   

Christmas Eve late afternoon is a good time of the day.  There is definitely some expectation in the air, as 

well as a bit of a shiver, but also a quietness or possibly an anticipation that lets you to stop, have a bit of a 

think and a reflection of what is to come.  I feel this is the sort of moment when my philosophical feline 

form emerges.  The Chapel is closed to the public on Christmas Eve and so “it is given entirely over to 

religion” to quote one of our congregation explaining this to a confused tourist some years ago.   

The Chapel was obviously not originally built with tourists in mind, but the thousands that come every year 

to wonder at the Bible in Stone, search the walls for the stone mysteries and symbols; as well as enter 

names of loved ones in the book of those for whom we pray are much needed.  Tourists are always 

welcome as without them and their entrance fees the building would still be waiting for a roof, some heat 

and we would still be turning the odd ankle on what was a seriously uneven floor!  We would also be short 

of the odd facility such as flushing loos and running water.  While this doesn’t really impact me as such – I 

have my own arrangements – it is something to think about.  Remember the portaloos in the car park?!! 

The Chapel being closed to visitors for Christmas Eve, as well as the 

usual public holidays, is a welcome gift of time and space to enjoy 

our Church as quietly, or loudly or as orangely as we like!  Mind 

you, glancing at our volunteer gate security guards there to 

maintain crowd control and order, I kept it down. 

Wishing you a very happy 2018 and hope you’ve been cat flu free 

so far; mind you with this weather it’s bound to get you at some 

point.  

Keep the faith 
William 
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CARTOON TIME – THE ‘GIVING ISSUE’ 
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Recipe to Keep A Winter Cold Away 

Prawn & Mushroom Risotto 

The Science: Mushrooms deliver plenty of ergothioneine, an antioxidant amino acid that has been shown 

to be highly effective at scavenging free radicals. Prawns are loaded with vitamin D which has been shown 

to have protective effects against the common cold, and asparagus is green – eat your greens 😊 

The Recipe (feeds 6 unless you live in our house, in which case more likely 4): 

 
 

Ingredients 

• 4 tablespoons olive oil  

• 400g chestnut mushrooms, chopped  

• 300g asparagus 

• 80g butter  

• 1 red onion, finely chopped  

• 2 cloves of garlic, minced  

• 400g Arborio or risotto rice  

• 200 ml dry white wine  

• 1.5 L vegetable stock  

• 300g king prawns, shelled  

• salt and pepper, to taste  

• 2 tablespoons chopped fresh chives  

• 4 heaped tablespoons freshly grated Parmesan 
cheese  

 

Method 

• In a frying pan over a medium heat, warm 
half the oil and add the mushrooms and the 
asparagus 

• Cook and stir for 6 to 8 minutes until all of 
the liquid has been evaporated. Remove 
from the pan and set aside. In the same pan, 
add the remainder of the oil and half the 
butter followed by the onion and garlic and 
cook and stir for 4 to 6 minutes until soft. 

• Add the rice and toss to coat in the butter 
and oil. Move around in the pan until the rice 
becomes a pale, golden colour then pour in 
the wine, stirring continuously until fully 
absorbed.  

• Add the stock gradually, each time waiting 
for it to be fully absorbed before adding a 
little more.  

• When it looks pretty much there, add the 
king prawns and continue cooking for 5 to 10 
minutes until the stock is absorbed, the rice is 
al dente and the prawns are pink. Season 
well. 

• Remove from the heat and stir in the 
mushrooms.  

• Stir through the chives, the remaining butter 
and Parmesan cheese.  

• Put the lid on the pan and wait for the risotto 
magic to happen …. about 5 minutes, and 
then serve. 

 

 

  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjl7cHkl4zZAhWpK8AKHap2Bm8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.taste.com.au/recipes/quick-prawn-asparagus-mushroom-risotto/3e242c77-c265-4abd-8752-0cc146df2764&psig=AOvVaw3FFIen2mID0yjLUegcJuX4&ust=1517831143509085
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Stories from the Parish Window* 

How to get to Heaven from Scotland 

A Sunday School teacher was testing children in her Glasgow Sunday School class to see if they understood 
the concept of getting into heaven. I asked them, she said, “If I sold my house and my car, had a big jumble 
sale and gave all my money to the church, would that get me into heaven?” 
“No!” the children answered. 
“If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the garden and kept everything tidy, would that get me into 
heaven?” 
Again, the answer was “No!” 
By now I was starting to smile. 
“Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave sweets to all the children and loved my husband, would that 
get me into heaven?” 
Again, they all answered “No!” 
I was just bursting with pride for them. I continued, “Then how can I get into heaven?” 
A six year old boy shouted, 
 “Yuv got tae be deid!” 

Kind of brings a wee tear tae yir eye….! 

 

It was Just a Card 

When I visited my nephew, then a vicar in Suffolk, a year ago I was prevailed upon to stay an extra day as 
the clergy from the Deanery were going by coach to visit Mother Julian's chapel in Norwich and there was a 
spare place for me. 

 In the bookshop there I bought an attractive postcard with the well known words of Mother Julian “All shall 
be well, and all shall be well; all manner of things shall be well”. I put the card in my prayer book and there 
it stayed until several months later I received a phone call from one of my Northumbria Community friends 
asking me to pray for her. Her life, she said, was falling apart, she had lost her job and temporarily at least, 
her faith. She felt, she said, completely at sea. I remembered the card and sent it to her with a message of 
support on the back, and she put it in her Bible. 

 Several weeks later she phoned me again, this time to say she was about to start a new job, her life had got 
back together again and prayers had been answered. Then she told me about the card. She had woken up 
one morning and suddenly felt prompted to take it out and put it in her window of her front room which 
faces on to the street - the card could be clearly read from outside. A week later there came a knock on her 
door and a strange young man was standing there, said he'd read the words on the card and could he come 
in and talk to her. Rather hesitantly, she invited him in and offered him a cup of tea. He told her he'd won a 
scholarship to Oxford University but found the pressure too much and had suffered a severe nervous break-
down. My friend, having had a similar experience, was able to help him and he went away more hopefully 
than he had set out. 

 At a 'Churches Together' meeting a week or two later she met the boy's mother, who told her that her son 
had not spoken one word to her or anyone since coming home from Oxford until that day he'd read the card 
and come into my friend's house for help. He was now fully recovered and had recommenced his studies, 
this time successfully. A series of coincidences - or was it the intervention of the Holy Spirit? What do you 
think? 

Joy Gadsby 

 

* Free online Christian resource base 
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SERVICES 

Date DAY SERVICE TIME 

11 Feb Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

 

10.30am 

14 Feb Wednesday Ash Wednesday 7pm 

 

18 Feb Sunday Eucharist  10.30am 

 

25 Feb Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 10.30am 

 

4 March Sunday Eucharist  

Followed by Thirsting after Righteousness at 

the Original at Noon 

10.30 am 

11 March Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church  

Mothering Sunday 

10.30am 

 

18 March Sunday Eucharist  

 

10.30am 

25 March Sunday Palm Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

 

10.30am 

 

30 March Friday 3 hour devotion  12-3pm 

 

1 April Sunday Easter Day Eucharist  10.30 am 

 

8 April Monday Eucharist  

Followed by Thirsting after Righteousness at 

the Original at Noon 

10.30am 

 

15 April Sunday Eucharist 10.30am 

 

22 April Sunday Eucharist  10.30 am 

 

29 April Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

 

10.30 am 

 

6 May Sunday Eucharist  

Followed by Thirsting after Righteousness at 

the Original at Noon 

10.30 am 

 

13 May Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

 

10.30 am 

 

20 May Sunday Eucharist  

 

10.30 am 

 

27 May Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 10.30 am 

3 June Sunday Eucharist  

Followed by Thirsting after Righteousness at 

the Original at Noon 

10.30 am 

10 June Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 10.30 am 

17 June  Sunday Eucharist 10.30 am 



12 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO’S WHO AT  ST. MATTHEW’S 

 

Ministry team 

Revd Dr Joe Roulston Priest in Charge 

Isla Shanks Lay Reader 

Harry Stoddart Lay Reader 

Rosie Wild Prayer Ministry Leader 

 

 

 

0131 654 1068 

0131 440 2463 

- 

0131 664 3196 

Vestry 

James Cardwell Moore Chair of Vestry 

Mike Fitchett Vestry Secretary 

Ian McLeish Treasurer 

Jo Barrow People’s Warden 

Harry Stoddart Lay Representative 

Rosie Wild Alternative Lay Representative 

Shonagh Toulouse Priest’s Warden 

Anne Buchanan 

Jill Black 

Belle Dieckfoss 

Susan Prenter 

Doris Nelson 

 

Jill Black Sacristan 

Domhnull Dean Sacristan 

Jacqui Roulston Grapevine editor 

Rosemary Buchanan Flowers 

Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

 

0131 448 1935 

0131 440 4569 

0131 667 6561 

0131 440 2136 

- 

0131 664 3196 

0131 629 9020 

 

0131 443 2116 

0131 440 2824 

0131 667 4635 

- 

 

0131 443 2116 

0754 0657 360 

0131 654 1068 

0131 440 0952 

0131 440 2159 


