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Vicarage View 

Mission 

The 6th verse of the 49th chapter of the 

prophet Isaiah: “It is too light a thing that 

you should be my servant to raise up the 

tribes of Jacob and to restore the 

survivors of Israel; I will give you as a 

light to the nations.” 

Those words are from the Old Testament 

lesson appointed for the second Sunday of 

Epiphany, and you may remember that I 

used it as my text for my sermon on that 

Sunday. My emphasis was that we are 

charged to go out and be a light, a beacon 

to all the world; not just among our own 

people, not just the like-minded and 

sympathetic. 

It is a big ask, but one of the definitions of 

“mission” in Chambers dictionary is that 

of “spreading of a religion or religious 

viewpoint” and that is what we are 

mandated to do. In the Daily Office of 

Evensong, there is a prayer which asks 

God to “pour thy Spirit upon thy church 

that it may fulfil his command to make 

disciples of all the nations; send forth, we 

beseech thee, labourers into thy 

harvest...” 

The use of the word “mission” has spread 

far beyond religion. People spoke of the 

Mission to the Moon, Donald Trump has 

declared it is his mission to make America 

great again, and so on. When I worked in 

the Royal Infirmary, departments and 

sections were encouraged to have a 

“Mission Statement” displayed 

prominently on the wall. 

Often, sadly, these seemed to be wish-

lists at best, and at worst a series of 

vacuous platitudes. 

The church talks a lot about mission. We 

have, or have had, Bishop’s Officers for 

Mission. Often however, there tends to be 

meetings among the like-minded but not 

so much translation into action to be a 

light to the nations. When all is said and 

done, more is said than done. 

So, what are we doing? It is, you may 

think, much easier said than done. After 

all few are blessed with the oratorical gifts 

of a Martin Luther King, or a Billy Graham 

or that great Bishop of Zanzibar, Frank 

Weston. But there are other ways of 

mission. It does not have to be on an 

industrial scale; much can be achieved on 

an individual basis. 

I will give two examples, the first personal. 

As a boy I left the church and my faith. 

What rekindled it was a fellow student, 

Alan, who by his words and actions 

convinced me to look again. He did not 

preach at me or hector me with “guilt-

edged religion”. It was just his behaviour 

and demeanour and obvious deep faith 

that influenced me. 
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Secondly, a story from a South African 

township. A little black boy was sitting on 

the front step watching his mother 

cleaning. A tall, white Anglican priest, 

Father Trevor Huddleston, passed by. As 

he approached the lady he stopped, 

wished her a good day, asked after her 

wellbeing and doffed his hat. The little boy 

was shocked. A white man and a priest 

had stopped to speak with his mother – a 

black woman. The boy determined then 

and there to find out more about this man 

and his faith. That voyage of discovery 

took the boy into the church. His name 

was Desmond, Desmond Tutu. 

I don’t suppose my fellow student, Alan, 

or Father Huddleston, realised that they 

had done something significant that day, 

but they had. They were, by their 

example, fulfilling the Lord’s command to 

make disciples of all the nations. 

Father Joe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for New Year 

Lord, 

We give thanks to you making all things 

new. Thank you for all that all the that has 

come into our lives this past year; the 

good along with the challenges, that 

remind us how much we need you and 

rely on you walking with us every day. 

We pray for your Spirit to lead us each 

step of this New Year. We ask that you 

help guide our decisions and turn our 

hearts to do good for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. We ask that you open 

doors that need to be opened and that 

you help us close the ones that need to be 

shut in our lives. 

We ask for your wisdom, for your strength 

and power to be constantly present within 

us. We pray that you make us strong and 

courageous for the road ahead. Give us 

the ability beyond what we feel able, let 

your gifts flow freely through us, so that 

you would be honoured by our lives, and 

others would be drawn to you. 

Amen 
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New Year –  

New Vestry Chair 

Well that’s the Christmas festivities over 

for another year. Mince pies finished, 

turkey finally defeated and thankfully the 

rather scary looking Father Christmas that 

sits by the fire has been packed away for 

another year but what a lovely Christmas 

is was. A wonderful children’s nativity, an 

uplifting carol concert and a host of 

services across the festive period made it 

was wonderful time of year as always. So, 

with a New Year and new resolutions, we 

also have a new chair of the St Matthew’s 

vestry. 

So, as said new chair, I wanted to 

introduce myself and say how delighted I 

am to be joining vestry.  

For those who may not know me, my wife 

and I have been part of the St Matthew’s 

congregation for around 8 years since we 

moved back to Scotland and bought the 

Old Manse next to Shonagh Toulouse, 

who kindly introduced us to the chapel. 

Since then, Ruth has been a keen 

supporter of the children’s church and we 

have been delighted to host a couple of 

social events over the years, including the 

summer lunch last year.  

Ruth and I have two children, Izzy aged 11 

and Edward aged 9 and whether it is 

lacrosse matches, drama exams, cubs or 

practicing penalties they keep me pretty 

busy and pretty exhausted most of the 

time. Outside of these two, I am gainfully 

employed as a Commercial Director, 

based in Edinburgh but which operates 

right across the wider UK. However, I am 

far more interested in watching or playing 

a variety of sports, with a particular, and 

very long standing, passion for cricket. I 

can also occasionally be found in the 

rough on a golf course where my years of 

playing cricket are definitely more or a 

hindrance than a help !  

St Matthew’s is a wonderful congregation 

to be part of and I am very much looking 

forward to taking an active role in the 

vestry. It will be a learning curve and I am 

hoping that my other vestry members, as 

well as the wider congregation, will lend 

me their considerable expertise to make 

the most of my chairmanship. 

I look forward to meeting you all in the 

coming weeks. 

James Cardwell Moore 
Vestry Chair
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Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

Report 

Rosslyn Chapel Trust ended the year on a 

high note with a good increase in visitors in 

December taking us to over 6,000 for the 

month. We also struck gold in the Green 

Tourism Business Scheme, the leading 

sustainable tourism certification scheme in 

the UK. Sustainability sits at the heart of 

Rosslyn Chapel Trust’s work in looking after 

the Chapel for future generations to enjoy, 

so we were all delighted to receive this 

prestigious award after being assessed 

against a rigorous set of criteria, covering 

areas such as energy and water efficiency, 

waste management, biodiversity and 

more. Awards are given at bronze, silver 

and gold level and Rosslyn Chapel is the 

only attraction in Midlothian to reach gold. 

The gold award came at the end of a 

‘winning year’ for the Chapel  which was 

named ‘best visitor attraction’ in the 

national finals of the Scottish Thistle 

Awards in March and won a prestigious 

Sandford Award, for education work, in the 

summer. Rosslyn was also confirmed as a 

5-star historic attraction by VisitScotland 

and won a Certificate of Excellence from 

TripAdvisor for the third consecutive year; 

collectively, this is great recognition for all 

members of our team who work hard to 

ensure that Rosslyn Chapel provides one of 

the best visitor experiences in Scotland. 

To help enhance that visitor experience, 

new lighting has been installed in the Crypt  

and, although a little fine-tuning is still 

needed, it makes a big difference in 

highlighting previously hidden details. We 

will also see some improvements to the 

stained glass window there with protective 

glazing fitted outside in place of the metal 

grille. Also on the list for 2017, we will 

develop ideas for improving lighting in the 

Chapel’s Choir, introduce new staff 

uniforms, launch a new coffee-table style 

book and start to implement a programme 

of repair and improvements at Rosslyn 

Castle and Collegehill House. So it looks like 

a busy year ahead! 

I must record my thanks to Phillip Kear, 

for all the extra work he put in for the 

annual carol service, held on 18th 

December; thanks, as well, to all the 

readers and to Harry for introducing 

everything.  It was great to see the Chapel 

full again for this event, which attracts a 

good number from the village and 

community and helps to get everyone into 

the Christmas spirit! Don’t forget that we 

have at least one concert every month 

from February to June – further details on 

our website or what’s on leaflet.  

Ian Gardner 
Director, Rosslyn Chapel Trust 
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Dave Walker Cartoons for Your Amusement  
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A View from My Pew 

You could have knocked me down with a 

feather when Joe didn’t turn up that first 

Sunday in December.  I was rather 

disappointed as the bloke is pretty much as 

regular as me on a Sunday - and let’s face it 

you can count the absolute regulars, ie week 

in week out without fail on one paw!  

However when I found out he was unwell I 

gave him the benefit of the doubt and Harry 

seemed to do a pretty good job with the 

reserved sacrament and they seemed to 

muddle through it.  When he didn’t turn up 

for the Nativity I thought he must be 

stretching it out a bit, but again I could forgive 

him as the Nativity can be a rather stressful 

for us all – but this year he missed a treat.  

They all seemed to behave OK, knew their 

lines, you could hear them and they sang 

pretty well too.  The kid who played Joseph is 

probably destined for Britain’s Got Talent with 

his air guitar!  Well done Harry for holding it 

together for another week.  I am obviously 

ready at the drop of a hat to step in and 

conduct the service should the need arise, but 

it all looked fairly sorted out from the pew I 

managed to get settled in so I left them to it, 

and obviously had to contend with the 

endless cameras and videos (they’re not really 

allowed in the Chapel you know but I’m 

turning a blind cat’s eye on this) 

So Joe’s absence continued through Christmas 

and we found ourselves in the hands of 

visiting priests who were actually pretty good.  

(LOL – remember the one they sent and Harry 

had to prop him up through the service). I 

have to say, and this comes from the 

experience of moving from one side of the 

Church to another now and again for a kip, a 

change is as good as a rest.  Joe got some 

proper rest to recover his health and we got a 

couple of visiting priests who seemed to enjoy 

themselves and we thoroughly enjoyed their 

presence.  

Deryck did a cracking job at Midnight, and we 

might see again as he’s moved into the area; 

and the other one - Gordon Reid - seems to be 

Scottish but chooses to live in the US (really?) 

– fairly sure I’ve seen him before actually and 

no doubt he’ll be back.  He seemed to enjoy 

Christmas Day and we loved his service and 

Harry’s sermon. 

Joe finally made it back to the Chapel on New 

Years Day – we exchanged the usual best 

wishes of the season, shook hands/paws and 

wished each other a Happy New Year.  He 

looked pretty well I thought given the various 

stays with the NHS, and was about as smiley 

as ever (not). I, as usual, found the strength to 

lift my head off my pew to see if anyone had 

brought in my breakfast; they hadn’t. Same 

old … 

Here’s to a healthy and happy 2017. 
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DRY JANUARY 

MOCKTAILS 

CRAN APPLE CIDER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients 

Cranberry juice  

Apple cider 

Cinnamon sugar 

Rock-candy swizzle stick 

 

Directions 

Rim glass with cinnamon sugar.  

Combine equal parts cranberry juice and 

apple cider.  

Garnish with a rock-candy swizzle stick. 

Enjoy! 

THE ESSENTIAL 

MOCKTAILS 

A BONNIE LASSIE 

MOCKTAIL 

 

 

Ingredients 

1 mango 

2 big scoops mango sorbet 

150g carton natural yogurt 

a little milk 

Chopped pistachios, to serve 

Fresh mint sprigs 

Method – now this is quite arduous so 

take a seat before you get started …. 

Whizz the mango in a blender with the 

mango sorbet and natural yogurt. Thin 

with milk and serve in 2 glasses with 

chopped pistachios and mint sprigs  

Enjoy!
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NEW YEAR EVENTS 

If you have not yet got your tickets for the Parish ceilidh – get on the phone now to Shonagh 

or Jill and get them booked. 

Please also note we are looking for raffle prizes – always a great way to clear the cupboards 

after Christmas and take full advantage of Dry January by giving away all that pesky wine 

and alcohol you got in for Christmas and New Year and inevitably never quite got round to 

opening  
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Thank you so much to everyone who made Christmas at St 

Matthew’s so special – as always! 

From the beautiful flowers and altar, to the crib and the tree; to the nativity and the carol services, it takes 

so much work and effort – and very few people realise quite how much thought and effort goes into 

making this special time of year very special for all of our congregation and the many visitors that join us. 

Thank you to everyone who gives their time and talents to St Matthew’s – you are truly valued and 

blessed. 
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SERVICES 

 

 

 

  

Date 
 

DAY SERVICE TIME 

5th Feb  Sunday Eucharist 
(followed by ‘Thirsting after 
Righteousness’ in Old Original) 

10.30 am 

12th Feb Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 10.30am 

19th Feb Sunday Eucharist  10.30 am 

26th Feb Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 10.30am 

1st March Wednesday Ash Wednesday 7 pm 

5th March Sunday Eucharist 
(followed by ‘Thirsting after 
Righteousness’ in Old Original) 

10.30am 

12th March Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 
 

10.30am 

19th March Sunday Eucharist  10.30am 
5.15pm 

26th March 
Mothering 
Sunday 

Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 
Evensong 

10.30 am 
5.15pm 

2nd April Sunday Eucharist 
(followed by ‘Thirsting after 
Righteousness’ in Old Original) 
Evensong 

10.30 am 
 
 
5.15pm 

9th April Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 
Palm Sunday 
Evensong 

10.30am 
 
5.15pm 

14th April Friday Good Friday 
3 hour devotion 

12-3pm 

16th April 
Easter Sunday 

Sunday Eucharist  
& Easter Egg Hunt 

10.30am 

23rd April Sunday Eucharist  
Evensong 

10.30am 
5.15pm 

30th April Sunday Eucharist  
Evensong 

10.30 am 
5.15pm 
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WHO’S WHO AT  ST. MATTHEW’S 

 
Ministry team 
Revd Dr Joe Roulston Priest in Charge 
Isla Shanks Lay Reader 
Harry Stoddart Lay Reader 
Rosie Wild Prayer Ministry Leader 
 

 
 
0131 654 1068 
0131 440 2463 
- 
0131 664 3196 

Mike Fitchett Vestry Secretary 
Ian McLeish Treasurer 
Jo Barrow People’s Warden 
Harry Stoddart Lay Representative 
Rosie Wild Alternative Lay Representative 
Shonagh Toulouse Priest’s Warden 
 
Vestry members 
James Cardwell Moore Chair of Vestry 
Anne Buchanan 
Rosie Wild 
Belle Dieckfoss 
Susan Prenter 
Doris Nelson 
 
Jill Black Sacristan 
Domhnull Dean Sacristan 
Jacqui Roulston Grapevine editor 
Rosemary Buchanan Flowers 
Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

0131 440 4569 
0131 667 6561 
0131 440 2136 
- 
0131 664 3196 
0131 629 9020 
 
 
0131 448 1935 
0131 440 2116 
0131 664 3196 
0131 440 2824 
0131 667 4635 
- 
 
0131 443 2116 
0754 0657 360 
0131 654 1068 
0131 440 0952 
0131 440 2159 


