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Vicarage View 
Trinity 2016 

“Impiety is you being rude about my 
God” 

(Ambrose Bierce; “The Devil’s 
Dictionary”) 

 

It was not long ago that the police 
were being accused by the Civil Rights 
group ‘Liberty’, headed by a 
loquacious young lawyer, of 
“institutional racism”.  Indeed, the 
row rumbles on and resurfaces (or 
erupts) from time to time. 
 
More recently the Labour Party has 
been accused of being anti-Semitic, a 
situation not helped by some 
injudicious comments by Ken 
Livingstone – in response to the 
suspension of the Labour MP Liz Shah 
who foolishly (by her own admission) 
retweeted a post on social media 
(surely an exquisite example of an 
oxymoron) suggesting that a solution 
to the ongoing Middle East crisis 
would be to transplant the state of 
Israel to the United States of America. 
Criticism of Muslim extremists is, in 
some quarters, deemed islamophobic. 
 

Also, I have heard gay priests describe 
the views of those who stick to the 
traditional biblical Christian teaching 
on marriage as homophobic.  Indeed, 
a book, “At Variance” written by a 
priest of this diocese defending those 
traditional views was only available 
from our church bookshop “The 
Cornerstone” by asking for it; it was 
kept hidden under the counter and 
not displayed. A month or so ago I 
was accused of being a racist because 
I asked an Asian man to move his very 
large van from across my own 
driveway. 
 
I hope everyone knows my views by 
now.  I have no problems with gay 
relationships; I have written about 
this before (see “Grapevine, Trinity 
2015”).  As a priest, I have been asked 
to bless many things; not just 
vestments, icons and rosaries, but 
dogs, cats, buildings and even an 
eagle’s tail feather (sacred to Native 
Americans).  So, why would I not wish 
to bless two people who love each 
other?? 
I have no problems with Muslims per 
se, or the prophet (may peace be 
upon him) and certainly in matters of 
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race relations am proud to think of 
myself as colour-blind. 
 
So, what is my problem?  Well, it all 
probably stems from having been an 
academic for thirty-five years.  I hate, I 
loathe, I abominate sloppy thinking. 
It is entirely legitimate - to me - to 
criticise a policy of the Israeli 
Government; that does not make you 
anti-semitic. It is entirely legitimate to 
defend your views on traditional 
teaching about Christian marriage; 
that does not make you homophobic, 
and neither does asking someone to 
move an illegally parked van make 
you racist. 
 
I do wish that those who engage in 
such discussions, whether about faith, 
race, sexual orientation - or indeed 
the illegal parking of vans – would not 
immediately hide behind these labels 
of racism, homophobia, islamophobia  
or whatever else.  It is a cheap cop-
out.  It does nothing to progress the 
debate; on the contrary, it just 
inflames potentially sensitive 
situations. 
 
As Bishop Desmond Tutu famously 
said, “Don’t raise your voice; improve 
your argument”. 
 
Father Joe 

 

Vestry Report 
 
I'm very pleased to report that The 
Mustard Seed is now completely 
refurbished and it is now a very smart 
and comfortable meeting room, 

available to us all as members of 
congregation and also to members of 
the Roslin community.  
 
Ian Mcleish put in an enormous effort, 
sorting out builders and planning 
permissions, very ably assisted by Belle 
Dieckfoss and Shonagh Toulouse on 
final finishes. I would like to note our 
thanks to them and to Ann Buchanan 
for storing furniture and all manner of 
things in her garage, whilst the work 
was done. 
 
John Cranston will shortly be leaving 
us, to become organist at a church 
nearer to his home. John has been a 
great asset for us at Rosslyn and we 
will miss him. It isn't always easy to 
gain access to the Chapel for practice, 
given the high number of visitors and 
events and John has sometimes felt 
this to be frustrating. Nevertheless he 
has played on for us with skill and 
aplomb. We hope to see John at 
service in future. Ann Mitchell has very 
kindly undertaken to help us find 
temporary cover, whilst we seek a 
permanent organist. 
 
I have spent the May holiday in 
Southern France, called Pentecote. 
One interesting tradition is the 
sprinkling of early rose petals from 
church roofs to symbolise the tongues 
of flame described in the Acts of the 
Apostles. 
Best wishes for the Summer. 
 
Peter Thickett 
Chair of Vestry 

 



Rosslyn Chapel 

Trust Report 
 
There are many different signs which 
suggest that summer is on its way – 
however, for the team at the Chapel, 
it’s probably the increasing number of 
coaches arriving every day which 
gives it away! Visitor numbers are still 
very strong and, in the financial year, 
which finished at the end of March, 
we welcomed 164,555 visitors, 
reflecting an increase of 3% on the 
previous year. Feedback from visitor 
remains very good generally and we 
were delighted that the Chapel was 
named ‘best attraction’ at the main 
national tourism awards, The Scottish 
Thistle Awards, in March. 
 
It’s good to have the scaffolding down 
from the west end of the Chapel. This 
was in place to allow access to the 
roof to make some repairs, after 
water was getting in; we’ll be keeping 
an eye on the area now to make sure 
that these repairs are working. There 
is no more work planned for the 
summer but we do, of course, have to 
react to issues, if and when they arise, 
so scaffolding may still appear from 
time to time. We have started 
working with a different company to 
try and get the organ into a more 
reliable state and look forward to 
working with Harrison & Harrison on 
this. 
 
Our events over the past few months 
have been well supported and we 
were very pleased that a concert held 
by the vocal group ‘Shine’ raised over 

£800 for the Roslin Heritage Society. 
We have more events planned over 
the coming months so do keep a look 
out for details. 
 
Over the course of this year, we will 
keep adding to the range of products 
on sale in the shop, trying where 
possible to make them unique and 
specific to the Chapel. A new addition 
is a mug specially made for us by 
Emma Bridgewater, so if you are 
looking for a gift, or just looking for a 
new mug for yourself, you know 
where to come! 
 
Ian Gardner 
Director Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

 
Prayer 

 

Prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Grant to us, O Lord, the royalty of 

inward happiness, and the serenity 

which comes from living close to thee. 

Daily renew in us the sense of joy, and 

let the eternal spirit of the Father 

dwell in our souls and bodies, filling 

every corner of our hearts with light 

and grace; so that, bearing about with 

us the infection of good courage, we 

may be diffusers of life, and may meet 

all ills and cross accidents with gallant 

and high-hearted happiness, giving 

thee thanks always for all things.



 

 A Fond Farewell to our 

Friend Jackie Marsh 

It is ironic that over 100,000 visitors a year flock to Rosslyn to see its iconic pillars; the 
Mason’s pillar and the even more spectacular Apprentice’s pillar; ironic, because while 
these are beautiful, they are mere confections in stone. The real pillars of Rosslyn Chapel 
go unseen by the tourists.  I mean of course the people of our Christian community here 
who underpin and support our Christian life and worship in this community. 
 
Very recently we have lost one of our finest pillars of this chapel with the passing of Jackie 
Marsh.  Jackie was a central, integral member of this parish and its worshipping life for 
many years.  She was a diligent member of the Vestry, she led public intercessions 
sensitively and thoughtfully, she was a member of our prayer ministry team.  She 
contributed to our Lent series of talks, including a magisterial five talks on the spirituality and 
thought of Mother Julian of Norwich. Not least among her manifold contributions was her 
role in establishing our Children’s Church, whose survival and growth is living testimony to 
her hard work. 
 
She was a devout Christian lady.  Indeed, the only biblical edict she stubbornly refused to 
follow was that she repeatedly hid her considerable light under a bushel.  She was never 
one to seek praise or indulge in grandstanding, she just quietly and assiduously carried out 
any task assigned to her and, indeed, many that weren’t. 
 
I shall miss her friendship and wise counsel until I see her again. 
 
May she rest in peace and rise in glory.  Amen  
 
Fr Joe Roulston 
 

 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

And be gracious unto you 

The Lord lift up the light of his 

countenance upon you, 

And give you peace, 

Amen 

 

A small selection of poems and readings from Jackie’s 

funeral at Greyfriars, where she and Henry were 

married; and from her interment service at Roslin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Waking 

 

From this beach near 

Smercleit on this calm day 

you see that the fingers of 

land and ocean are 

interlocked.  

In April, The hustle of waves 

and batting wind distracted 

from this bedrock relation. 

An intimacy is sustained 

Whose limiting possibilities  

never vary, though shapes 

change with the tides’ 

rhythms and the vagaries of 

light and water and season 

perpetually transfigure. 

Even as you look, grey 

gneiss, olive wrack 

white sand and shifting 

tones of azure, call 

into question the abstraction 

of sameness. And so  

you lay by me this morning 

the same and never the same, 

a warm, fragile sentience 

overwhelming in the mystery 

of what is most familiar.  

 

 

When her grandson Robbie was born, 

Jackie created a framed inscription, 

using her newly acquired calligraphy 

skills, with a quotation from Julian of 

Norwich “In his love he wraps and 

holds us. He enfolds us in love and 

will never let us go”. ……Although 

the ink is now fading on the picture, 

the meaning is timeless. It 

encompasses both her faith, and the 

way in which she lived her life. She 

always focused on the good things 

about people, whatever their faults, 

and tried to do her best to help them 

Mrs Jacqueline Marsh 

Like the rising of the sun on a lovely summer 

morning 

There is love which does not alter in your face; 

Like a full moon on a frosty winter night 

Beauty is shining in your eyes. 

As the dew subsides on the elegant leaves of the daisy 

Before the birds start singing in the sky, 

There will be charm and prosperity in your dwelling 

And charity will surround you all your life. 

As the ripeness of the corn in September 

Is the appearance of your red rosy cheeks; 

Your breath is mingled with the honey of flowers 

Under the new blossom among the green fields. 

As melodious as the birds of the firmament 

That will sing so sweetly as they sway, 

As handsome as Venus in the Heavens 

Is the elegant lady of the warmth and the love. 

by Donald MacDonal of South Uist 

As a child I grew up in the warmth and light of 

your love, but seeing you as grandmother to my 

own children, I began to understand, as well as 

feel, the way that your love works. You didn’t 

just spend time around the children, but you 

engaged with them in the fullest possible way, 

listening to their small stories from the day, or 

acting out the parts you were given in their games 

of ‘schools’ and ‘restaurants’ and ‘detectives’. 

And they let you into their own worlds and the 

things that were precious and important to them 

If you learn to look 
properly; love and grace, 

and beauty are 
everywhere, in all things, 

and that is what you 
taught me. Thank you  

 
 
  

Katy 

 

Lucy 

 



A View from My Pew 
 

 
Since Christmas we seem to have been 
inundated with baptisms.  For me this 
generally means a lot more people 
than usual and very often the ‘lots 
more people’ also decide to bring their 
young children (aka ‘them’). I’m not 
prone to generalisations but speaking 
as I find in this situation, from what I 
can see most are not really used to 
being in Church – if they were they 
would be prepared - so I become a 
useful diversionary tactic/play 
thing/soft toy by them as the ‘lots 
more people’ don’t know what to do 
with them. 
 
I have a question - in this day and age 
what other hour long traditionally 
quiet ‘event’ that is  not likely to 
include a bouncy castle or a ball pit 
would ‘lots more people’ take a 2 year 
old to without thinking through how 
they planned to amuse their very 
young children for that period of time? 
 
I say ‘in this day and age’ because in 
MY day (I’m 70 in cat years) if you were 
lucky enough to be taken anywhere 
you were expected to sit in your seat 
and be quiet … for however long that 

took …. from the age of about ….. 3 
months.  These were the days when, as 
a child, you were just expected to be 
bored, and to be grateful.  No one 
asked for your opinion and if you 
offered it, force could legally be used 
to encourage you to keep it to yourself 
next time.  These were also the days 
when there was a huge amount of 
home knitting going on which meant 
that you would probably be dressed in 
head to foot home knit, with 
crocheted flowers and stuff involved 
(irrespective of gender, more to do 
with amount of left over wool) until 
the age of 14.  And it was pretty itchy, 
so maybe that helped with the whole 
sitting still thing?!  In any case I digress.  
My intention here is to provide a few 
ideas for those irregular church goers 
who come to a baptism in our Chapel 
and bring very young children, but no 
clear plan: 
 
If Children’s Church is on; ie it’s not 

one of their incredibly many weeks off 

(seriously do they ever do any real 

work?) MAKE THEM GO - they might 

even enjoy it.  You can always pop back 

for the baptism (see CCTV monitor in 

the shop - yes; you are being watched) 

 

From my reading of the FT the Apple 

share price suggests that every single 

one of those that fall into the ‘lots 

more people’ demographic have an 

iPad.  Why are you leaving it at home? 

Bring it with you and have suitable 

games downloaded and don’t forgot 

your specially made and accordingly 

priced kiddy friendly earphones; we 

wouldn’t want any hearing damage 



 

Take their shoes off and let them run 

up and down the Lady Chapel – it will 

tire them out and as long as they don’t 

climb the wall at the end there are 

generally few injuries 

 

Bring lots of junk food and feed it to 

them regularly.  By the time the sugar 

rush hits the service will be over and 

they can run it off outside then fall 

asleep in the car on the way home. 

Or feel free to bring your own cat so 
they can play with that and I can get 
some sleep! 
 
William  
 
 

Prayer 
From ‘Revelations of Divine Love’  
 
At this time our Lord showed me an 
inward sight of his homely loving. I 
saw that he is everything that is good 
and comforting to us. He is our 
clothing. In his love he wraps and 
holds us. He enfolds us in love and he 
will never let us go. 

For as the body is clad in clothes, and 
the flesh in the skin, and the bones in 
the flesh, and the heart in the breast, 
so are we clothed, body and soul, in 
the goodness of God and enfolded in 
it. Yes, and more fully, for all these 
wither and waste away.  

But the goodness of God is always 
whole, and closer to us beyond 
comparison.  Our lover wants our soul 
to cling to him with all its might, and 
that we should ever hold fast to his 
goodness. For this above all pleases 
God and strengthens the soul. 

For the love that God most high has 
for our soul is so great that it outstrips 
our understanding. No one on earth 
can comprehend how much, how 
sweetly and how tenderly our Maker 
loves us. 

For our inborn will is to have God, and 
the goodwill of God is to have us. So 
there is no end to our willing and 
longing until we know God in the 
fullness of joy. Then our desire is 
filled. He wills that our occupation 
shall be in striving to know and love 
him until we are made whole in 
heaven. 

By Julian of Norwich. 
  



 

 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Please send your entry to stmatthewsrosslyn@gmail.com or hand to Fr Joe after 
the service.  Winner to be announced in Autumn Grapevine. No prize other than 
the glory of seeing your name in print. 
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You are invited to join us for our annual 

   Children’s Church BBQ & 

Parish Lunch 

On      Sunday 19th June 

From     12.00pm  

At   The Old Manse 

Roswell 

EH24 9AU 

Please bring whatever you would like to be cooked on the barbecue. Rolls, 

sauces, salads, various pasta dishes and tray bakes will be provided but 

any additional dishes/puddings would be gratefully received! B.Y.O.B. We 

hope to see you there!  

 

Designed by Jessica from Children’s Church 

 

  

 



 

 

Summer Herb, Pea            

& Feta Frittata 

 

 

Ingredients 

 300g small new potatoes 

 4 eggs and 2 egg whites 

 A splash of milk 

 1 garlic clove, crushed 

 1 tbsp gluten-free wholegrain mustard 

 A handful of mixed soft herbs, such as 

dill, mint and parsley, roughly chopped 

 3 tbsp cream cheese 

 1 tbsp olive oil  

 1 courgette, coarsely grated 

 ½ tsp chilli flakes 

 140g petits pois (that’s small peas) 

 100g feta cheese, crumbled 

 50g sundried tomato, drained and 

roughly chopped 

 100g salad leaves, to serve 

 

Method 

1. Put the potatoes in a pan of salted water, bring to the boil, and simmer for 12-15 mins 

or until tender. Drain, leave to cool, then thinly slice.  

2. Whisk the eggs and egg whites with the milk, garlic, mustard and herbs, and season 

generously. Add the cream cheese and fold through just a little so that some lumps 

remain. Heat the grill to medium-high. 

3. Heat the oil over a medium heat in a 23cm non-stick frying pan. Add the potatoes 

and fry for about 5 mins, until they start to turn golden.  

4. Add the grated courgettes and chilli flakes, and continue to fry for another couple of 

minutes then stir through the petit pois (wee peas). 

5. Tip the egg mixture into the pan and scatter with the feta and tomatoes and cook 

over a gentle heat for 10-12 mins until almost set.  

6. Pop the pan under the grill and cook for 3-5 mins until puffed, golden and cooked 

through.  

7. Cut into wedges and serve with salad 

 
 
  



 
Date 

 

DAY SERVICE TIME 

5th June  Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

Evensong 

Thirsting After Righteousness  

10.30 am 

5.15pm 

12th June Sunday Eucharist 

Evensong 

10.30am 

5.15pm 

19th June Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

Evensong 

10.30 am 

5.15pm 

26th June Sunday Eucharist 

Evensong  

10.30am 

5.15pm 

3rd July Sunday Eucharist 

Evensong 

Thirsting after Righteousness 

10.30am 

5.15pm 

10th July Sunday Eucharist  

Evensong 

10.30am 

5.15pm 

17th July Sunday Eucharist  

Evensong 

10.30am 

5.15pm 

24th July Sunday Eucharist  

Evensong 

10.30 am 

5.15pm 

31st July Sunday Eucharist  

Evensong 

10.30 am 

5.15pm 

7th August Sunday Eucharist  

Evensong 

Thirsting after Righteousness 

10.30 am 

5.15pm 

14th August Sunday Eucharist 

Evensong 

10.30am 

5.15pm 

21st August Sunday Eucharist 

Evensong 

10.30am 

5.15pm 

28th August Sunday Eucharist  

Evensong 

10.30am 

5.15pm 

4th September Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

Evensong 

Thirsting after Righteousness 

10.30 am 

5.15pm 

11th September Sunday Eucharist   

Evensong 

10.30 am 

5.15pm 

18th September Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

Patronal Festival 

10.30am 

7pm 

25th September Sunday Eucharist  and Harvest Festival 

Evensong 

10.30 am 

5.15pm 

2nd October Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

Evensong 

Thirsting after Righteousness 

10.30am 

5.15pm 

 
  



 

WHO’S WHO AT  ST. MATTHEW’S 
 
Ministry team 
Revd Dr Joe Roulston Priest in Charge 
Isla Shanks Lay Reader 
Harry Stoddart Lay Reader 
Rosie Wild Prayer Ministry Leader 
 

 
 
0131 554 6382 
0131 440 2463 
- 
0131 664 3196 

 
Daphne Farquharson Vestry Secretary 
Ian McLeish Treasurer 
Jo Barrow People’s Warden 
Harry Stoddart Lay Representative 
Rosie Wild Alternative Lay Representative 
Shonagh Toulouse Priest’s Warden 
 
Vestry members 
Peter Thickett Chair of Vestry 
Anne Buchanan 
Rosie Wild 
Mike Fitchett 
Belle Dieckfoss 
Susan Prenter 
Doris Nelson 
 
Jill Black Sacristan 
Domhnull Dean Sacristan 
Jacqui Roulston Grapevine editor 
Rosemary Buchanan Flowers 
Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

 
- 
0131 667 6561 
0131 440 2136 
- 
0131 664 3196 
0131 629 9020 
 
 
0131 283 3377 
0131 440 2116 
0131 664 3196 
0131 440 4569 
0131 440 2824 
0131 667 4635 
- 
 
0131 443 2116 
0754 0657 360 
0131 554 6382 
0131 440 0952 
0131 440 2159 


