
 

St Matthew’s 
Rosslyn Chapel 

Roslin 
 

 

No 85 www.stmatthews-rosslynchapel.org.uk  October 2016 
 

 

Vicarage View 
October 2016 

 

“They think it is all over – it is now!” 
(Kenneth Wolstenholme; 1966 
Football World Cup Final). 
 
Even if, like me, you are not a football 
fan you may well remember that 
classic final comment at the end of 
the final match when England 
defeated West Germany 4-2. 
I was reminded of this recently when 
Sam Allardyce, the England football 
manager stepped down after the 
shortest tenure in history – 67 days. 
He had been entrapped by 
undercover journalists from the “Daily 
Telegraph” posing as business men 
from a far-eastern company.  He 
appeared to be explaining how to 
sideline FA rules on player transfers 
and to negotiate a four hundred 
thousand pound consultancy fee for 
himself in a business deal involving 
four lectures (in fairness he did say he 
would have to run this past his bosses 
at the FA).  The most I ever received 
for an extra-mural lecture was an 
unsolicited book token, from 

Methodist College Belfast, for twenty 
pounds.  I may be in the wrong job. 
It left me wondering what has gone 
wrong with the “Beautiful Game”.  
How does someone paid three million 
a year not think that being England 
manager is a full-time job? 
 
Football seems to be riddled with 
sleaze, bungs and back- handers, 
whether we think of Sepp Blatter, 
Michel Platini or others.  Whatever 
happened to fair-play and 
sportsmanship??  I won’t even start 
on the state-sponsored cheating in 
athletics! 
 
My eldest son and some of his mates 
were recently seen on the television 
supporting our Ryder Cup Team (so 
my wife tells me; I missed it!).  
Apparently there were some 
distasteful comments made by 
American spectators, particularly 
against Rory McIlroy, which seemed 
to me against the spirit of the game.  
Golf, like snooker, relies heavily on 
honesty; it is one of the few sports 
where players are expected to declare 
their own foul shots and this bad 
sportsmanship from their own 
followers does their game no service. 
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So, at what point does supporting 
your team or player cross the line?  Of 
course the Sam Allardyce affair, apart 
from the embarrassment and 
apparent money-grubbing, has 
spawned a slew of jokes.  Firstly, he 
was the best England manager ever: 
100% record, played one won one.  
Secondly, he was the worst England 
manager ever – only won one game – 
etc. etc. Anyway, it was certainly the 
shortest of tenures. 
All of this begs the question, what are 
the players and managers in it for?  Is 
it because they are passionate about 
being and doing their best for their 
team or is it purely about self-
advancement at all costs? 
It can be deceptively easy for us to be 
critical.  None of us earn (as far as I 
know!) three million pounds a year.  If 
we did, would we feel the need to 
take our eye off the ball (pun 
intended!) for another four hundred 
thousand?  Of course not, you may 
say- but we are not subject to that 
temptation. 
 
I remember the billionaire computer 
innovator and philanthropist, Bill 
Gates, being interviewed about ten 
years ago. He was asked, at the end of 
the interview, whether, if he saw a 
$50 bill in the street, he would bend 
down and pick it up.  He grinned,   
“Sure”, he replied, “Who wouldn’t?” 
Who wouldn’t?  We should not rush 
to judgement. 
 
Father Joe 

 

 

Vestry Report 
Last month we were very pleased to 
welcome Philip Kear as our new, 
regular organist; John Cranston having 
left us earlier in the summer.  I would 
like to thank Ann Mitchell for ensuring 
that we had a succession of guest 
organists to cover the gap, no easy 
task as organists are a very rare 
breed! 
“Prayer is the key to the day and the 
lock to the night” – George Herbert 
Rosie Wild mentioned to me recently 
that the Prayer Ministry have now 
been offering prayers in the chapel 
from visitors and members of the 
congregation for over twenty years.  
These prayers are said at noon for ten 
minutes or so on a Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday each week.  
The short service includes prayers left 
in the book located next to the candle 
array, a short liturgy and, optionally, 
prayers chosen by the person leading 
the session.  The Trust, in particular 
the guides, are very helpful in 
supporting the prayers and delivering 
Rosslyn’s purpose as a ‘working 
church’. It is heart warming to see the 
number of visitors who sit and 
participate in the prayers, some of 
whom come up for a conversation 
after the session. 
The ministry is organised by Rosie 
Wild, with spiritual guidance from Joe.  
If you would like to ‘sit in’ on a prayer 
session, have a general chat about the 
ministry or simply ‘have a crack at it’, 
please speak to Rosie or Joe. 
 
Peter Thickett 
Chair of Vestry 



 

Rosslyn Chapel 

Trust Report 
 

After a hectic summer, I am pleased 
to report that we have had a very 
busy September – the busiest 
September on record, in fact, with 
over 19,000 visitors in the month. We 
also marked the 10th anniversary of 
the release of The Da Vinci Code film, 
with two outdoor screenings in the 
grounds of Collegehill House, when 
some 350 people braved the weather!  

 

 

 

October promises to be a pretty 
packed month as well, with an organ 
recital and the arrival of our new 
group of Junior Guides already upon 
us. It’s also the month of the 
Midlothian Science Festival and, as 
part of this, look out for a smaller 
scale replica of the Apprentice Pillar – 
in LEGO – in the Chapel! We have a 
number of science-based workshops, 
using LEGO, for schools and families 
during the month and it’s good to be 
part of this popular event in the wider 
area. 

Over the coming months, there will 
be a few changes in the crypt. We will 

be installing protective glazing outside 
the stained glass window, which will 
bring the same conservation benefit 
as the ground floor windows; this will 
be toughened glass, as the window is 
in a more vulnerable location than 
others. We will also improve the 
lighting and redisplay the stones in 
the Lapidarium, off the crypt. Our new 
organ tuners, Harrison and Harrison, 
have recently carried out an 
inspection of the organ and will be 
providing a report with some 
suggestions to improve its reliability. 

We have a number of evening 
concerts and events planned over 
autumn and winter, including - dare I 
say - for Christmas, so please keep an 
eye out for our “What’s On” leaflet or 
details on our website. 

Ian Gardner 
Director Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

 
Prayer for All Souls 

 
Father of all, 
we pray to you for those we love but 
see no longer: 
grant them your peace, 
let light perpetual shine upon them, 
and in your loving wisdom and 
almighty power 
work in them the good purpose of 
your perfect will; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God world without end. 
 
Amen 
 



A View from My Pew 

 
 

 
Bonfires and fireworks are almost 
upon us, and then of course 
Christmas!   
 
It’s been a lovely long summer of 
weddings, visitors and even some 
outside cinema that I quite enjoyed. I 
noticed that I am now being asked to 
do a bit of “on purpose photo 
bombing” at weddings.  This follows a 
wedding I attended a few years back 
when I was having a wander around – 
surveying the crowd – and just had a 
sit down.  I hadn’t realised at the time 
but I was sitting on the bride’s 
wedding dress train (long bit of extra 
dress dragging behind her - what’s 
that all about?)  This seemed to cause 
some amusement and the paparazzi 
got the picture.  The dress, the bride 
and I were fine after the incident but 
it was seen as a bit of an event.  Mind 
you, most things I do are generally 
seen as an event – some cats just 
wake up in the morning and are 
awesome; no effort required.   
 
I do love summer, lying outside in the 
sun and a bit of fresh air, but there is 

something to be said for Autumn.  For 
one thing, the Chapel tends to be less 
busy – summer this year seemed very 
busy and that has put me out 
somewhat; what with the photo calls 
and endless lines of adoring fans.   
 
Still, nice to be appreciated for the 
role I play here. Another advantage of 
Autumn is that they put the heating 
up to just the right temperature for 
an all day slumber in my pew.  Short 
days, long nights, more time to sleep 
and recover my strength for the 
forthcoming festive season.   
 
Festive season brings more visitors, 
the AGM, Christmas services, 
children’s nativities and brass bands.  
Can’t wait. 
 
William 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Story of the Sunflower 
Altar Frontal 

 

 
 
In November 1999, Jill Carswell told 
me the history of the beautiful 
Sunflower altar frontal, which adorns 
our altar at Harvest Festival: 
 
“in the early 1970s, John Taylor and I 
were discussing a picture of Rosslyn 
Chapel that had belonged to my 
grandfather Rev F J Williams.  He had 
been Private Chaplain to Lady 
Lamington in the early years of the 20th 
century and sometimes used to preach 
in Rosslyn Chapel.  The picture shows 
the Chapel with its pink stone interior, 
no Madonna over the altar, but with 
the purple velvet short coverings on all 
the altars, lectern etc.  Mr Taylor said 
that these altar cloths were still there 
and we went down to a very damp 
crypt, as the central heating boiler was 
already out of action, and in the oak 
chest found the blue velvet cloths in a 
very poor state. 
 
Underneath them I caught sight of an 
embroidered sunflower.  We took out 
the very fragile altar hangings but the 
actual sunflowers had survived.  They 
had been sewn on a blanket type 

material which had been home to 
many moth larvae and other creatures 
and was literally falling to pieces. 
Mr Taylor agreed that I should take it 
home and try to make a new covering 
for the altar.  He told me that the 
embroidery had been done by the 
Countess of Sutherland, for the Chapel 
in the 19th century, but sadly I cannot 
remember the date.  I took some of 
the sunflowers and central front panel 
into the Chambers Street Museum and 
spoke to the Curator of Textiles who 
was most helpful with suggestions as 
to how to solve the problem of 
restoration.  She was sure that the 
central front panel should be left on its 
blanket base and just strengthened 
with backing. 
 
Mr and Mrs Anderson, who lived in 
Rosewell at that time, suggested we 
had a social evening and buffet and to 
have the sunflowers on view.  So we 
collected funds for the silk material 
and other necessary items. 
 
It was a learning process for me, but 
after a few months we had the 
sunflowers on the altar for Harvest 
Festival.  I was so glad to see it in good 
condition and in use after another 
quarter of a century.” 
 
Belle Dieckfoss 
 



CAPTION COMPETITION 

 

 
 

Thanks to those of you who did 
manage to come up with a caption.  
Unfortunately none of the 
suggestions were deemed suitable for 
a parish magazine!! 
 
Please try again people; and this time 
keep it clean …. 
 

 
 

Please send your entry to 
stmatthewsrosslyn@gmail.com or 
hand to Fr Joe after the service. 
Winner to be announced in January 
Grapevine. No prize other than the 
glory of seeing your name in print. 
 

 

 

MOVING ON … 

 
Dear Friends, 
Many apologies for not sending out 
details of our move from Leadburn 
House (after 36 years!) and not saying 
proper goodbyes to you all. 
We finally moved to our new home in 
the Highlands at the end of July and 
are loving it.  It has been a hectic time 
with clearing out Leadburn, then 
moving and trying to fit everything 
into the new house.  Anyway, we are 
finally emerging from the packing 
boxes and getting around to the other 
many tasks that moving involves. 
We will keep in touch and wish you a 
continuation of the happy times we 
have enjoyed worshipping with you all 
in the most wonderful of places, 
Rosslyn Chapel. 
 
Very best wishes, 
Gary, Lorna and family  

mailto:stmatthewsrosslyn@gmail.com


Christmas Pudding - Start Making on Stir up Sunday 
 
Ingredients 
225g/8oz golden caster sugar 
340g/12oz sultanas, raisins & currants 
100g/3.5oz chopped glace cherries 
110g/4oz candied peel, chopped 
110g/4oz plain flour 
110g/4oz fresh white breadcrumbs 
55g/2oz flaked almonds 
100g/3.5oz chopped walnuts 
100g/3.5oz ground almonds 
1 lemon, zest only 
4 eggs, beaten 
1 level tsp ground cinnamon 
1 level tsp mixed spice 
5g/1 level tsp freshly grated nutmeg 
pinch of salt 
5 tbsp brandy  
 

Method 

Stir Up Sunday 

1. Combine the mixed fruit, prunes, muscovado sugar, rum and stout in a 
mixing bowl. Stir well to mix, cover and leave for 24 hours to soak 

Monday  

2. After 24 hours, mix the walnuts, almonds, ground almonds, breadcrumbs, 
flour, butter, spices, cherries and eggs along with the soaked fruit mixture in 
a large mixing bowl, making sure you include all the soaking liquor from the 
soaked fruit. Mix well until completely combined (let all the members of the 
family have a stir – east to west - and make a wish).  

3. Cover with cling film and leave to stand in a cool place for another 24 hours. 

Tuesday 

4. After 24 hours, grease a 1.2 litre/2 pint pudding basin with butter. Cut a 
circle of baking paper and place into the bottom of the pudding basin and 
then grease it with a little more butter. Pack the pudding mixture into the 
pudding basin, pressing as you add it. Fold a pleat into the middle of a large 
piece of baking paper and place over the pudding. Cover with a large piece 



of pleated foil, ensuring the pleats are on top of one another. Secure tightly 
with kitchen string tied under the lip of the pudding basin. 

5. Place an upturned saucer into a large saucepan one-quarter full of water. 
Fold a long piece of foil into quarters lengthways to create a long strip and 
place the pudding basin in the middle of the strip. Bring the sides of the strip 
up the sides of the pudding basin and lower into the saucepan. Make sure 
the water in the saucepan comes one-third of the way up the side of the 
pudding basin, but nowhere near the top of the basin. Leave the ends of the 
foil strip hanging over the side to make it easy to remove the pudding later. 

6. Bring the water to the boil and then reduce to a gentle simmer. Simmer 
gently for 5-6 hours, topping up the water level as necessary throughout 
cooking (do not allow the pan to dry out). 

7. Once the pudding is cooked, remove from the pan and set aside to cool. 
Store in a cool dry place until Christmas Day. 

Christmas Day 

8. To serve, reheat the pudding by steaming again (in the same way) for two 
hours, or until hot all the way through. Alternatively, remove the foil and 
reheat in the microwave.  Serve with custard, cream or brandy butter 

 

Please send in any photos of your Christmas puddings for the January Newsletter 

 

Stir-up Sunday is an informal term in Anglican churches for the last Sunday before 
the season of Advent.  This year it falls on Sunday 20 November.  
The term comes from the opening words of the collect for the day in the 1549 
Book of Common Prayer and later (a translation of the Roman Missal's collect 
"Excita, quæsumus" used on the last Sunday before Advent): 
 
Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, 
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously 
rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Since most recipes for Christmas pudding call for the pudding to be kept for 
several weeks to mature, the day subsequently became connected, in countries 
which used the Book of Common Prayer, with the preparation of Christmas 
puddings in readiness for Christmas. People would go to church, hear the words 
"Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord ...", and be reminded, by association of ideas, 
that it was about time to start stirring up the puddings for Christmas  

 



 

 

Date 

 

DAY SERVICE TIME 

6th November Sunday Eucharist 10.30am 

 

13th November 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

 

10.30 am 

 

20th November Stir Up 

Sunday 

Eucharist 

 

10.30am 

 

27th November Advent 

Sunday 

Eucharist & Children’s Church 

 

10.30am 

 

4th December Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

& St Matthew’s AGM at The Original 

10.30am 

 

11th December Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

 

10.30am 

 

18th December Sunday Eucharist & Nativity Service 

Carol Service 

10.30 am 

6.30 pm 

24th December 

Christmas Eve 

Saturday Eucharist  

 

11.30 pm 

 

25th December 

Christmas Day 

Sunday Eucharist  

 

10.30 am 

 

1st January 

New Years Day 

Sunday Eucharist 10.30am 

 

8th January Sunday Eucharist 

 

10.30am 

 

15th January Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

 

10.30am 

 

22nd January Sunday Eucharist  

 

10.30 am 

 

29th January Sunday Eucharist  & Children’s Church 

 

10.30 am 

 

4th February Sunday Eucharist 

& Thirsting After Righteousness at 

the Original 

 

10.30am 

11th February Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

 

10.30am 

 

  



 

WHO’S WHO AT  ST. MATTHEW’S 
 
Ministry team 
Revd Dr Joe Roulston Priest in Charge 
Isla Shanks Lay Reader 
Harry Stoddart Lay Reader 
Rosie Wild Prayer Ministry Leader 
 

 
 
0131 654 1068 
0131 440 2463 
- 
0131 664 3196 

 
Daphne Farquharson Vestry Secretary 
Ian McLeish Treasurer 
Jo Barrow People’s Warden 
Harry Stoddart Lay Representative 
Rosie Wild Alternative Lay Representative 
Shonagh Toulouse Priest’s Warden 
 
Vestry members 
Peter Thickett Chair of Vestry 
Anne Buchanan 
Rosie Wild 
Mike Fitchett 
Belle Dieckfoss 
Susan Prenter 
Doris Nelson 
 
Jill Black Sacristan 
Domhnull Dean Sacristan 
Jacqui Roulston Grapevine editor 
Rosemary Buchanan Flowers 
Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

 
- 
0131 667 6561 
0131 440 2136 
- 
0131 664 3196 
0131 629 9020 
 
 
0131 283 3377 
0131 440 2116 
0131 664 3196 
0131 440 4569 
0131 440 2824 
0131 667 4635 
- 
 
0131 443 2116 
0754 0657 360 
0131 654 1068 
0131 440 0952 
0131 440 2159 


