
 

St Matthew’s 
Rosslyn Chapel  

Roslin 
 

 

No 82 www.stmatthews-rosslynchapel.org.uk  September 2015 
 

 

Vicarage View 
 

Whose life is it anyway? 
 

As I write this, the House of Commons 
has just voted (about three to one) 
against legitimising euthanasia, or 
“assisted dying”, for the terminally ill 
who have less than six months to live. 
 
The taking of one’s own life has 
always been – and still is – extremely 
contentious. No more so than now, 
with high-profile clinics like “Dignitas” 
in Switzerland. It is a conundrum that 
is not going to go away, and, 
therefore one that we should think 
about seriously. Committing suicide 
has long ceased to be a crime. In days 
gone by such a verdict was always 
hedged around with the phrase 
“while the balance of his/her mind 
was disturbed”; which is to imply 
irrational.  This seems to me to be an 
unwarranted assumption.  How could 
we know what the person’s state of 
mind was at that time?  Also, perhaps 
perversely, those who choose to 
assist in such an act are still 
potentially subject to prosecution.  
What are we to make of this apparent 

contradiction?  From a Christian 
perspective, is this a decision we can 
make – or is all human life inviolate 
under all circumstances? 
 
The churches’ traditional position on 
this has been strict and unbending. 
Each life is given and consecrated by 
God; it is not for the individual to 
decide.  Today, to many people, this 
seems harsh, inflexible and, some 
would say, lacking in Christian charity 
or mercy.  Why, people say, is the 
church apparently fixated with 
situations on the edges of life; 
contraception, abortion and 
euthanasia, rather than addressing 
the very real and pressing problems 
afflicting millions who are living?  
 
My own view on suicide, whether 
assisted or otherwise, is not orthodox.  
Just as His Holiness the Pope recently 
said, albeit in the context of gay 
relationships, “Who am I to judge?” A 
statement made many years ago by 
the great Belgian author Georges 
Simenon “Do not judge, but 
understand; for to understand all is to 
forgive all” has always (As Archbishop 
Rowan Williams might have said) 
“resonated with me”. 

  

GG
RR

AA
PP

EE
VV

II NN
EE

 

http://www.stmatthews-rosslynchapel.org.uk/


I have not even begun to consider 
whether terminally-ill and non 
terminally-ill should be considered 
differently, neither have I considered 
the “Do Not Resuscitate” instructions 
on some patients’ bedposts, nor have 
I explored the implications for doctors 
who sign up to the Hippocratic Oath. 
All of these are very relevant and 
germane to any meaningful debate.  
As, of course, is the concept of a God-
given right of human free-will. Are we, 
as Christians, free to exercise it?  Or is 
it a baseless theological construct? 
Does the church encourage us to be 
literate, as in Castro’s Cuba, only to be 
restricted in what we are allowed to 
read? 
The situation is difficult. It is incredibly 
complex and challenges the very 
limits of our understanding; whether 
of theology, neurology or psychiatry. 
So much so, it may be impossible to 
formulate a “one size fits all” law or 
doctrine on this issue, as each case is, 
surely, unique. 
 
If that is so, my view is that to err on 
the side of forgiveness and 
compassion by far outweighs that of 
being judgemental. This I think needs 
to be so, both for those who feel that 
they cannot in all conscience go on 
and also for their loved ones, who 
support them in their decision and 
subsequent action. 
 
Father Joe 

 

 

 

Vestry Report 

The summer has seen an encouraging 
flow in the number of visitors 
participating in our services, from 
both overseas and closer to home. 
Some of these visitors combine 
attendance at a service with a full 
tour of the chapel, but others attend 
for the service alone. Many come on 
the recommendation of others, who 
have enjoyed both the experience of 
worship in a unique place but also the 
welcome they received from you as 
members of the regular congregation. 
I was reminded of this when looking 
at the excellent new Rosslyn 
Congregation website; with its 
mention of the "famously friendly" 
welcome visitors receive. I know we 
will continue to build on this 
welcome, whether helping people 
find their way through the service 
with hymn books, blue liturgy leaflets 
or just chatting over coffee and a 
biscuit. 

Jacqui Roulston and her team have 
done a first class job in designing the 
new website, which emphasises the 
part that the congregation plays in the 
life of the church. Thank you, Jacqui. If 
you haven't yet done so, please have 
a look at 

www.stmatthews-rosslynchapel.org.uk 

I'm sure you'll be very impressed. 

Vestry Committee has been thinking 
about the Mustard Seed for some 
time and whether or not it should 
figure in our future plans. After 
considerable thought it was decided 
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to commit to this congregational asset 
within the village and to invest in an 
upgrade. Consequently, the place will 
shortly be having a new door, ceiling, 
toilet and sink installed. The heating 
has already been replaced. When this 
work is complete, we will have a 
excellent opportunity to emphasise 
our presence in the village and also to 
strengthen our links with the 
community through a small but 
attractive meeting space. Thanks to 
Ian Mcleish for sorting planning 
permissions and trade quotations and 
to Ann Buchanan for volunteering to 
store the furniture whist the works 
are carried out. 

With the new website and the 
improvements to the Mustard Seed, 
we are well on track with key parts of 
our Mission Plan. I'm sure we'll be 
discussing these issues, and others, no 
doubt, at the Annual General 
Meeting, which will be upon us before 
we know it! 

Peter Thickett 
Chair of Vestry 

 

Rosslyn Chapel 

Trust Report 
It was great to welcome members of 
the congregation for an evening visit 
to the Chapel on 10th September. The 
evening provided an opportunity to 
hear some of the history and stories 
associated with it, then look for some 
of the carvings, and I was pleased that 
so many people mentioned to me 
that they had learned something new, 

thanks to Margaret’s excellent talk. As 
usual, we’ve had a busy summer; 
numbers in June and July were the 
highest for some years, then August 
slightly quieter than last year, which 
in many ways is a good thing as it 
gives visitors – and staff - a better 
experience. We have added some 
new products to the shop, including a 
range inspired by the inscription in 
the south aisle, ‘Truth Conquers All’, a 
mug as part of our new ‘Countess 
Collection’, and we will have some 
new Christmas cards on sale very 
soon as well. Work is progressing well 
with the installation of protective 
glazing outside the ground floor 
stained glass windows. The windows 
on the south side are finished and 
those at the east end will be next, 
before the north side. The work is due 
to be complete by Christmas. In 
October, we hope to have new 
lighting installed in the Lady Chapel, 
which will transform this area, which 
has many of the most famous carvings 
in it. I hope that hymn 684 will be 
included on the nearest Sunday! As 
our visitor numbers start to decrease, 
our events programme picks up again 
and details of workshops, concerts 
and other activities will be included in 
our new ‘what’s on’ leaflet, which will 
be available in the next week or so. 
Details are already on our website and 
tickets for a Christmas concerts have 
started selling well ….. 
 
Ian Gardner 
Director Rosslyn Chapel Trust 
 

 



A View from my Pew 
 

 

 

It’s been a busy summer. I seem to 
have become a feature or something 
of a celebrity in the chapel – this is 
not something I’d expected, but it is 
how it’s ended up. I’ve been around 
the Chapel for about 10 years, the 
Countess recently wrote a book about 
me, there are now soft toys of me in 
the Chapel shop – I think that’s 
probably the epitome of fame … so it 
seems fitting that they’ve FINALLY 
asked me to write a column in their 
Parish magazine and I am delighted to 
announce that I’ve agreed. 

To be clear, I am the Chapel cat – 
William. I live with my family in Roslin 
and about 10 years ago when I was 
just a kitten, I was running through 
the fields and came across the chapel, 
or rather the then visitor centre, and 
Nancy. The staff there put out some 
milk in a saucer so I knew I was 
welcome, I wandered into the chapel 
and while it was fairly cold I felt at 
home so settled myself in a pew and 

had a sleep. Rudely awakened some 
time later by some guy in a green 
sweatshirt and thrown out, I headed 
home to the warmth of my family and 
my home. I wasn’t sure I would 
bother going back. 

Next day it was a lovely sunny day so I 
headed back over the fields, chasing 
the odd mouse and rabbit on the way 
– “keep your paw in William” was 
always my Mother’s advice before I 
headed out for an independent life 
and I do feel this advice has always 
stood me in good stead. Anyway, I 
found myself back down at the chapel 
visitor centre - lo and behold, another 
welcome and another saucer of milk. I 
could get used to this. Feeling slightly 
like a Hobbit, I finished my second 
breakfast, and then headed into the 
chapel and found the same pew that 
had cushions that suited me nicely, 
for a little nap. It’s a tiring business all 
this running around, and all this 
breakfast. 

And so it has been for the last 10 
years - I now have two homes, two 
families, and two breakfasts (although 
from my athletic physique you’d 
never guess). This, I think and hope, is 
a worthy introduction to you – my 
adoring public – to my regular 
Grapevine parish magazine column. 
Now we have heating I’m looking 
forward to a warm and welcoming 
Harvest and Christmas season in the 
Chapel and will be giving you my own 
particular “view from my pew” in the 
coming months. 

William  
 



Our Parish Personality 

Did you hear the Belle? 

 

Many of those who come to Rosslyn 
chapel on a regular basis will most 
likely know of this lady, cheerful and 
happy with curly hair, most of the 
time with a homemade cake in her 
hand. This lady is Belle Dieckfoss and 
she is the focus of our article this 
month. She is an amazing woman who 
we have known most of our lives and 
is a person who shows compassion 
and understanding to everyone that 
she meets, and grows to know over 
any length of time she knows them, 
long or short. 

To us - this chapel and Belle are like a 
package, if you go to the chapel on a 
Sunday morning then you will find 
Belle who will welcome you with a big 
smile and a cheery ‘hello!’ To her the 
chapel is peaceful and tranquil as it is 
small, but not too small. The fact that 
it is a small church means that you get 
to know everyone on an intimate 
basis, making the St Matthew’s 
community a special one. Not many 
people can say that they have been 
coming to the same church for such a 
long time and say that they still feel 
that it brings them the same amount 

of happiness now, as it did when they 
first started attending - but Belle can, 
and it does. How lucky is she? 

Belle is one of our regulars (if you will) 
and is dedicated to attending the 
chapel each Sunday and being a 
valued member of our congregation. 
She has been coming to Rosslyn 
Chapel for 38 years as she has been 
living in the village for 38 years. She is 
there at the chapel every Sunday, 15 
minutes before the service begins - on 
the dot - to secure her pew and begin 
pre-service chit chat with new comers 
and regulars at the chapel. As she 
enters her golden years (she was 80 
this year by the way), we wondered 
about the years she has spent at the 
chapel and those before; how she had 
got here, what had happened in her 
life and what had made her who she 
is today? 

We met up with Belle for a coffee and 
a scone to find out a few things that 
we wanted to know about her and 
why she comes to St Matthew’s. This 
is what we got … 

Belle is a woman who has been 20 
years old for the last 60 years and has 
been living in the heart of Roslin for 
38 years, since the sad death of Nick, 
her husband. She began coming to 
Rosslyn Chapel as she feels that it is a 
unique place that she can go to: to 
experience peace and tranquillity at 
the drop of a hat – she walks in and 
she is calm. 

Of course, like most people, Belle had 
a life before Rosslyn, hard to imagine. 
I know! But before she was a member 
of the Roslin community and St 



Matthew’s congregation, she lived in 
lots of different places. She has lived 
very close to Roslin, one of her homes 
being just a short while down the 
road in Rosewell, as well as down 
south. She also lived in the Himalayas 
in India for about 8 years of her life 
which was “a great life” and a real 
adventure. Living there was calming 
and an amazing thing to do as the 
culture and the diversity of the place 
was so different to what she had been 
used to before in the UK, 
unpredictable weather (mind you, we 
can’t believe it could have been as 
unpredictable as Scottish weather?). 

After many years of bringing up a 
family (she has 4 children) and 
working in a bank, she is now enjoying 
her sweet years of retirement in the 
quiet streets of Roslin with her cat; 
she does love her cats. When we 
asked what she would grab if her 
house was on fire, she firstly said her 
cat before we told her she couldn’t 
say that (as the cat would make its 
own way out), then she said her 
handbag; because everything is in the 
handbag, like most women’s 
possessions. Fair enough. 

Weekdays are still busy although she 
no longer works, she is a beehive of 
activity – visiting friends and 
neighbours, offering help and being 
someone who is there for others. As 
far as the weekend goes, Belle’s 
weekend fits well for many people, it 
consists of a lie in, a cup of tea and 
sitting in front of the television in her 
PJs (we can relate to that). When 
asked what she couldn’t live without 
at the weekend, Belle’s answer was 

brief, concise and included two 
words: “church” and “rugby”. How 
Scottish. Who doesn’t love watching 
Scotland or the local rugby team play 
at home or away on a Saturday or 
Sunday afternoon? We don’t know 
anyone, if that helps. 

Church plays a very big part in Belle’s 
life - we don’t think we have ever 
turned up to church and not seen 
Belle. There is not a doubt in the 
world that she’ll be there with either 
a packet of whiskers for William (the 
cat), a cake for the congregation and 
open arms for any baby that crosses 
the threshold. On the topic of babies, 
we have already mentioned that she 
is the proud mother of 4 grown up 
children, one of whom sadly passed 
away a few years ago. She also has 6 
grandchildren that she keeps up to 
date with regularly going to see them, 
speaking on the phone and chatting 
on Facebook – a modern woman. She 
also now has 2 great grandchildren to 
be very proud of. In addition to her 
own large close family, she is also a 3 
times great aunt, so that is a great 
great great aunt. Is that a record? 
Possibly… 

Belle is an extremely caring person 
who we have grown to love over the 
years. We are sure that we are not 
the only ones. She is the type of 
person that you can’t do much else 
but smile when you’re around them; 
she makes you laugh, and she makes 
you smile no matter what. She is an 
amazing part of St Matthew’s and the 
Chapel would not be the same 
without her.  By our roving teen 
reporters Charlotte & Jennifer 



Julian Group 

A Julian Group now meets in 
Loanhead once a week. John Halsey 
introduces this with a prayer; we read 
a few pages of Julian of Norwich’s 
‘Revelation of Divine Love’; we have 
half an hour of silence, followed by a 
cup of tea and a chat, a time to share 
our thoughts. 

At present there are five of us and we 
meet on Tuesday mornings at 10.00 in 
Elaine Jenkinson’s house in Mayburn 
Avenue, Loanhead. 

For those unfamiliar with Julian, she 
was an anchorite, a religious, living in 
a cell attached to the church of St 
Julian in Norwich. On 8th May 1373 
she was granted a vision of the 
crucified Christ and had a series of 
‘Showings’ or ‘Revelations’. She wrote 
the ‘Short Text’ soon after and 20 
years later she wrote a ‘Long Text’ 
after meditating on the meaning of 
those revelations. 

Her work is remarkable for its homely 
and personal style, for its 
sophisticated theology and for the 
power of its message – the 
unconditional love of God. Rowan 
Williams describes Julian of Norwich’s 
writing as “what may well be the most 
important work of Christian reflection 
in the English language.” 

We use Sheila Upjohn’s translation of 
the Long Text and we also read 
extracts in the original Middle English. 

Our little meetings are a blessed time 
and others are welcome to join us. 

Please contact Jackie Marsh if you are 
interested on 0131 440 3641. 

Rosslyn 
Stitchers Group 

Originally started to make kneelers for 
the Chapel the Rosslyn Stichers Group 
has evolved into a "come and stitch, 
knit, sew or just meet up for a chat 
and a cup of tea or coffee with a bite 
to eat" gathering. Kneelers are still 
being stitched, one completed and 
four in various stages of completion. 
Knitted teddies (the toy kind!), dish 
cloths and other articles that can be 
sold for fund raising are being 
produced. 

However our main aim is for members 
of the congregation to meet up and 
enjoy stitching, knitting, or even bring 
their mending, have a chat on various 
matters, sometimes quite hilarious 
and sometimes serious. 

We are not sure how many more 
kneelers are required for the Chapel 
and we have discussed designing and 
stitching a pair of wedding kneelers 
for weddings in the Chapel. So lots of 
projects and discussion to be had – 
and all views and talents welcome. 

We meet usually on the last Thursday 
of every month at the home of Susan 
Prenter in Newington, taking a break 
in July and August for summer 
holidays. If you would like to find out 
more or join us please contact Susan 
on 0131 667 4635 – all welcome. 

 



Book Review 

‘The Complete Psalms’ 
(The Book of Prayer Songs in a New 
Translation) by Pamela Greenberg 
 
Psalm 23 – A Psalm of David 
 
God is my Shepherd, 
There is nothing I lack. 
You lay me down in lush meadows, 
You guide me towards tranquil 
waters, 
Reviving my soul. 
 
You lead me down paths of 
righteousness, 
For that is your way. 

How does this compare with the 
twenty third psalm, locked in our 
memories and so beloved? 

In her introduction to the book, 
Pamela Greenberg explains that she 
had “fallen into a depression”. Having 
previously turned to the psalms in 
dark times, she did so again, but this 
time teaching herself Hebrew in order 
to study the psalms more closely. She 
reminds us that the Hebrew poets 
wrote the psalms not to formulate 
religious doctrine but to give voice to 
religious emotions. To inspire rather 
than instruct, using inclusive 
language, not declarations but 
questions, to give voice to the human 
soul in its human search for God; in 
that search covering everything from 
jubilation to hopelessness, and all the 
emotions between. 

The author admits she did not, in 
certain places, translate literally; but 

what seemed to be the intent, as in 
psalm 137. At its most literal this 
proclaims the praiseworthiness of the 
one who “smashes Babylonian infants 
upon a rock”; she translates as “a 
longing for persecutors to feel the 
wrongs they had so carelessly 
inflicted”. She adds, ‘translation is 
always a flawed art, and a translator is 
always making choices!’ One choice 
was the need to translate divinity 
(God) as neither masculine nor 
feminine. 

A learned and thought provoking 
book. Thank you Joe for asking me to 
review it; I did learn to appreciate her 
versions. 

Rosie Wild 

 
Prayer for Autumn 

 
Lord,  
 
As the summer months pass 
And our days become shorter, 
We thank you for the splendour of 
autumn colour; 
And the rich and fruitful harvest of 
the season. 
We know that the seeds that have 
fallen, 
Are the promises of Spring and of new 
life. 
A time to reflect, 
To look back with grateful thanks; 
Then turn and look forward with hope 
and love in our hearts. 
 
Amen 
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