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Vicarage View 
 

“It is better to travel 
hopefully than arrive” 

 
This quote slipped into my mind just 
after Christmas.  I was on holiday in 
France; my family and I were going to 
a ski-ing holiday in Les Arcs, in the 
Savoie region. At the time this quote 
came to me we were lying on a 
warehouse floor, with hundreds of 
other poor souls covered only by 
aluminium “survival blankets” and 
were freezing cold. Every time you 
turned over it made a sound similar 
to falling into a bag of crisps! I clearly 
remember thinking that whoever first 
coined that phrase about travelling 
hopefully ought to have either been 
taken out and shot, or been forced to 
try to sleep on this warehouse floor – 
or preferably both!  Our tour 
company seemed surprised there had 
been heavy snow (the clue is surely in 
the name – skiing holiday). 
 
Next morning however, help arrived.  
The French Red Cross took over and 
provided sandwiches and coffee, and, 
above all, good cheer. They were 

magnificent and all benefitted from 
“the kindness of strangers” - as it says 
somewhere in Tennessee Williams’ 
play.  
 
When we got to our chalet - a whole 
day late - we were met by the most 
wonderful staff and we had a great 
holiday.  It set me thinking about how 
we react in adversity and how we 
treat others when we are not 
perhaps feeling overly-generous 
towards our fellow man.  My parents 
used to refer to the “Dunkirk spirit” 
and while I do not wish to exaggerate 
our experience to their terrible 
ordeal, I did think that this cock-up (I 
can think of no kinder word) brought 
out the best in our fellow-travellers 
and, indeed, the Red Cross, who were 
not only sacrificing their weekend 
with their families, but were doing so 
cheerfully. 
 
Reacting helpfully and positively to 
our fellow human beings, when 
things are going well, is not usually 
too difficult.  But, when things are not 
so good, when we have issues of our 
own to deal with, it generally 
becomes a great deal harder.  It is a 
challenge to us, particularly those 
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who profess Jesus as Lord, because 
we are mandated to love our 
neighbour as ourselves: even Holiday 
Tour Companies.   
 
As I write this, we are fast 
approaching Lent (no pun intended).  
This is a season of preparation, a 
season where we do a spiritual 
“stocktake” of ourselves, of our 
relationships with each other and 
with God.  This is a time when we 
follow Jesus through his trials and 
tribulations leading to His Passion 
and death on the cross.  It is worth 
noting how our Lord dealt with 
others “having loved His own, He 
loved them to the end”.  Even 
knowing what was in store for Him, 
He never gave into despair, anger at 
others or self-pity. It is a remarkable, 
though very difficult model, but one 
that we are commanded to follow. 
I suppose one night of discomfort and 
a day of lost holiday doesn’t seem 
that bad when you place it in that 
context.  The Bible tells us of worse 
travel horrors.  There was once a 
chap called Moses who took his 
people travelling.  He booked through 
someone called God, and the journey 
took so long – forty years – that he 
died before he even got there. 
 

 
Father Joe 
 

 

 

 

Vestry Report 

The Annual General Meeting on 7 
December provided an opportunity 
for those attending to have their say 
on key aspects of our Mission Plan. At 
the conclusion of the formal business 
of the meeting, we had four 
discussion groups on the topics; 
Spirituality and Scripture, Bible study, 
Services for children and families and 
Reaching Out. Each group's views and 
ideas have subsequently been 
reported back to Revd. Joe and will 
be incorporated in the Plan. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy this change to 
proceedings. In Vestry Committee we 
will be thinking of other ways to 
encourage your involvement in the 
year ahead. Thank you to all those 
who took part. 
 
Christmas was quickly upon us after 
the AGM. Services were well 
attended and congregations gave 
generously at collections. This year, 
as discussed at the AGM, it was 
decided to focus on Midlothian Food 
Bank. The Trust donated the 
collection from Carols by Candlelight 
and Joe allocated the lion's share 
from other Christmas collections, 
enabling a substantial contribution to 
be made to the Food Bank, at a 
challenging time of the year for their 
work. 
 
Gary Stoddart will shortly cease to be 
Congregation's Representative to the 
Rosslyn Trust Management 
Committee, when he and his family 
move up to Strathspey. Gary has 
been a stalwart member of both 



congregation and Vestry over the 
years, including a spell as Vestry 
Chairman. I'm happy to say that our 
relationship with the Trust is relaxed 
and positive, due, in no small part, to 
the trust built up by Gary in 
partnership with Ian Gardner, the 
Trust's Director. On behalf of us all, I 
would like to thank Gary for what he 
has done for us and the Trust and to 
wish him, Lorna and family every 
happiness in the future. I am 
delighted that David Farquharson has 
agreed to become our Representative 
in Gary's place. 
 
Daphne Farquharson has now taken 
on the organisation of the 
refreshment and Chapel Service 
duties rotas, in addition to her role as 
Vestry Secretary. Daphne is keen to 
hear from anyone who would be 
willing to help out in occasionally 
providing tea and coffee, or 
supporting services through giving 
readings and taking collections etc. I 
would like to note our sincere thanks 
to Jackie Marsh for her hard work 
and great patience in organising 
these rotas in recent years. Our 
hopes and prayers are with you, 
Jackie, for your health and recovery. 
 
 
Peter Thickett 
Chair of Vestry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosslyn Chapel 

Trust Report 
 
December turned out to be a good 
month, with overall visitor numbers 
just ahead of the previous year. There 
were more concerts than in previous 
years, including a number of 
lunchtime recitals, which were well 
received by our visitors, and we will 
be looking to hold more as this year 
unfolds. The Christmas tree was 
much admired and so thanks to those 
who gave up time to decorate it. 
Photographs of it appeared in the 
Herald and Midlothian Advertiser 
and, in fact, were admired 
throughout the world thanks to the 
wonders of social media and help 
from VisitScotland and VisitBritain, 
who shared it with their followers. A 
particular highlight of the month was 
Christmas by Candlelight on 14 
December, with familiar readings and 
wonderful music getting everyone 
present into the Christmas spirit. 
Special thanks must go to John 
Cranston for all the extra work which 
he put in. So what does 2015 have in 
store? We are awaiting listed building 
consent from Midlothian Council and 
then, all being well,  will proceed with 
installing protective glazing to the 
outside of the lower level stained 
glass windows. The tests, carried out 
on one window on the north and one 
on the south sides, show that this is 
an effective way of keeping moisture 
away from the stained glass, thus 
protecting the colours, and we hope 
to have this work underway in 
February. Also in spring, a new 



children’s book, written by Helen 
Rosslyn, will be launched, telling the 
story of the Chapel with the main 
character being…….. William the Cat! 
And, of course, throughout the year, 
we look forward to welcoming our 
visitors and ensuring that they have a 
great experience at the Chapel. 
Finally, a huge vote of thanks must go 
to Gary Stoddart, who has 
represented the congregation on the 
Trustees’ Management Committee 
for a number of years and will be 
moving north later this year. On 
behalf of the Trustees, the other 
Management Committee members 
and all the staff at the Trust, many 
thanks to Gary for all the time and 
energy he has given, to the benefit of 
both congregation and Trust, and we 
wish him and Lorna all the very best 
for the future.       

Ian Gardner 
Director Rosslyn Chapel Trust 
 
 
 

Lent Course 2015 
Why be an Anglican? 

 
A series of discussions exploring the 
wider topic of what it means to be an 
Anglican.  5 weekly meetings of 
around an hour in the Mustard Seed 
starting on Wednesday 25 February 
at 7pm. 
 

 

 
 

Outreach 
Midlothian Foodbank 

 
Over the last year or so we have 
supported the Midlothian Foodbank 
with donations of food at Harvest and 
December services.  We also made a 
monetary donation from the 
Christmas services. Father Joe and Ian 
Gardner presented a cheque for 
£1,250 to Janice and Ellen from the 
Foodbank in early January.  
 
We will be in touch with them over 
the coming weeks to find out how 
else we can support them and hope 
to tie this in with some of the 
suggestions that came from the 
Outreach group discussion at the 
AGM where there was enthusiasm to 
become more directly involved with 
local charities of this kind. If you have 
anything to add or would be 
interested in doing some 
volunteering please contact a 
member of the Vestry. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



A view from 
the Orange 

 

 
 

So here we are, another year, 
another “epic Christmas production” 
we’re told one Sunday before I’ve 
even opened the first door on my 
advent calendar.  Last year it was the 
Nativity, this year it’s the Christingle. 
There’s not so many parts for this one 
but the Mums & Grannies and one 
Granddad (aka MAGGs) that run this 
show have a plan to include 
everyone; I’ve heard that one before 
but I’ll go with it for now. 
There’s no auditions for parts, unlike 
last year where there was at least a 
bit of discussion. And, again, I’m 
unlikely to get to do the bells – the 
bells belong to the big girls with 
mobiles and eyeliner.  If I’m honest I 
think it’s a bit dictatorial and you just 
get told what you’re doing. But I do 
get that there is a pecking order to 
these things, there is a certain rite of 
passage if you will, and size definitely 
matters; so I am fairly sure I know 
before the MAGGs read out who’s 
doing what that as I’m one of the 
smallest I will end up being a human 
Christingle.  Here it comes, yep, no 

big surprise … I’m an orange.  I’ll go 
with it for now. 
First rehearsal and I do my thing – I 
stand there being an orange while 
the drama unfolds around me.  
They’ve not managed to get a better 
microphone then.  First up we have 
the Red Ribbons who are supposed to 
skip around us oranges and twirl their 
ribbons while the Reader reads that 
verse of the poem and our Dresser 
transforms us from simple oranges 
into Christingles.  They’re not doing it 
right. Some of the MAGGs skip 
around to demonstrate how to skip 
and clearly miss skipping; I don’t 
think you’re not allowed to skip when 
you’re old.  The Ribbons try again, it’s 
much better – although I nearly get 
trampled - and everyone says they 
did a great job; so I’ll go with it for 
now.  
Next we have the Fruits of the Earth – 
some sort of signal is required, like a 
tap on the head, so they know to 
start growing otherwise they stay in a 
ball on the floor not germinating at 
all.  Once they start growing they’re 
pretty good, I might aim to be a Fruit 
next time as I’m hoping to have 
outgrown my orange in 2 years. I 
might even get my hands on the bells 
if I throw on a bit of eyeliner and look 
like I’m not bovvered.  Finally we 
have the candles – the light of the 
world.  As the candles shuffle on from 
stage left I cast my mind back to the 
nativity and although I can’t be sure 
without the crown and robe, I’m 
pretty sure there’s at least one of the 
Three Stooges Kings in this mob; 
presumably these candles will remain 
fake for the live performance and I 
won’t be a flaming orange ball by the 



end of it.  I worry for a minute but 
assume a full health and safety 
assessment has been carried out by 
someone who knows what they’re 
doing; so I’ll go with it for now. 
Someone sticks a headband with a 
candle on my head and I’m complete.  
The minute I say “I’m complete” to 
myself, I then wonder (from a 
cognitive behavioural psychologist 
point of view) if I should be 
concerned that being a human 
Christingle may have an adverse 
effect on my emotional development 
and how it will impact on my sense of 
public self-awareness.  But as it’s only 
once a year, I’ll go with it for now. 
And now the song.  This is always my 
favourite bit as the MAGGs stand in 
front of us and sing with over 
expressive faces and the odd strange 
action to encourage us to sing but I 
think we’re usually all so 
overwhelmed at what’s staring back 
at us that we just stand there in 
stunned silence.  Bless, they mean 
well; so I’ll go with it for now. 
Showtime!! Always a bit different 
doing it for real in the Church – bigger 
audience, smaller space, taking care 
when trampling the Cardwell-Moore 
heirloom we use as a stage.  One 
orange is having none of it … it is 
pretty daunting this and I have a 
moment myself.  But it’s fine – I do 
my thing and am actually a really 
good orange as the chaos unfolds 
around me while people take 
photographs, with a flash (I didn’t 
think that was allowed), and we seem 
to be going awfully fast and that 
microphone is going completely crazy 
now … but we’re getting through it 
and now the song.  All good and 

we’re done – nobody cried, nobody 
fell …  hold on a minute, one of the 
MAGGs has started on the jelly tots in 
the corner and is not handing them 
round …. I’m seriously NOT happy.  I 
have had enough!  All this effort, I’m 
standing here dressed as an orange 
without any complaint and NO 
sweets; I’m about to kick off and I’m 
taking the other oranges with me in 
this …… ooooh Quality Street.  Ok 
then that’s alright then, I’ll go with it.  
Another year closer to being Mary. 
 
Anon (Children’s Church) Age 3 

 

Prayer 
 
And I said to the man who stood at 
the gate of the year: “Give me a light 
that I may tread safely into the 
unknown.” 
And he replied: 
“Go out into the darkness and put 
your hand in to the Hand of God. That 
shall be to you better than light and 
safer than a known way.” 
So I went forth, and finding the Hand 
of God, trod gladly into the night. And 
He led me towards the hills and the 
breaking day in the lone East. 
 

Stop Press 
 

For sale in aid of our Charity Fund, 20 
jars of Dorothy Kelly's world famous 
marmalade. Special consignment of 
2014 vintage brew, matured in glass 
for twelve months. Offers of £1-50 
pence or more per jar to Roger Wild 
at 0131 664 3196. Move quickly to 
avoid disappointment - especially 
Theo! 



WHO’S WHO AT  ST. MATTHEW’S 
 
Ministry team 
Revd Dr Joe Roulston Priest in Charge 
Isla Shanks Lay Reader 
Harry Stoddart Lay Reader 
Rosie Wild Prayer Ministry Leader 
 

 
 
0131 554 6382 
0131 440 2463 
- 
0131 664 3196 

 
Daphne Farquharson Vestry Secretary 
Ian McLeish Treasurer 
Jo Barrow People’s Warden 
Harry Stoddart Lay Representative 
Rosie Wild Alternative Lay Representative 
Shonagh Toulouse Priest’s Warden 
 
Vestry members 
Peter Thickett Chair of Vestry 
Anne Buchanan 
Rosie Wild 
Catherine Longville-Taylor 
David Farquharson 
Mike Fitchett 
Belle Dieckfoss 
 
Jill Black Sacristan 
Domhnull Dean Sacristan 
Roger Wild Grapevine editor 
John Cranston Organist 
Rosemary Buchanan Flowers 
Rosslyn Chapel Trust 
 

 
- 
0131 667 6561 
0131 440 2136 
- 
0131 664 3196 
0131 629 9020 
 
 
01620 861696 
0131 440 2116 
0131 664 3196 
0131 440 3518 
- 
0131 440 4569 
0131 440 2824 
 
0131 443 2116 
0754 0657 360 
0131 664 3196 
0131 664 7114 
0131 440 0952 
0131 440 2159 

If you would like to receive Grapevine by e-mail, please 
contact Roger Wild 0131 664 3196 or Elizabeth Roynon 
Brown (elizabethrb1@hotmail.com) 



Summary of Services 

February - May 2015 
Date 

 

Day Service Time 

1st Feb Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

Followed by Thirsting after 

Righteousness in the Old 

Original 

10.30am 

8th Feb Sunday Eucharist 10.30am 

15th Feb Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 10.30am 

18th Feb Wednes

day 

Ash Wednesday  7.00pm 

22nd Feb Sunday Eucharist 10.30am 

1st March Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 

Followed by Thirsting after 

Righteousness in the Old 

Original 

10.30am 

8th March Sunday Eucharist  10.30am 

15th March Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 10.30 am 

22nd March Sunday Eucharist  10.30 am 

29th March 

Palm Sunday 

Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 10.30 am 

  Evensong 5.15pm 

2nd April Thursday Maundy Thursday  

Eucharist of the Last Supper 

7.00pm 

3rd April Friday Good Friday 

Three Hour Service 

12-3pm 

5th April 
Easter Day 

Sunday Eucharist  
Followed by Thirsting after 
Righteousness in the Old 
Original 

10.30am 

12th April Sunday Eucharist  10.30am 

  Evensong 5.15pm 

19th April Sunday Eucharist   10.30am 

  Evensong 5.15pm 

26th April Sunday Eucharist  & Children’s Church 10.30am 

  Commemoration of 7.00pm 



Rededication of the Chapel 
3rd May Sunday Eucharist  

Followed by Thirsting after 

Righteousness in the Old 

Original 

10.30am 

  Evensong 5.15pm 

10th May Sunday Eucharist & Children’s Church 10.30am 

  Evensong 5.15pm 

17th May Sunday Eucharist     10.30am    

  Evensong 5.15pm 

24th May Sunday Eucharist  & Children’s Church 10.30am 

  Evensong 5.15pm 

31st May Sunday Eucharist  10.30am 

  Evensong 5.15pm 

 
 
 
 



PRAYER MINISTRY ROTA 
 

FEBRUARY 2015 
 

MONDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 

2 
Peter 

4 
Meriel 

6 
Rosie 

9 
Richard 

11 
Joe R 

13 
Rosie 

16 
Jo B 

18 
Buchanans 

20 
Isla 

23 
Dorothy 

25 
Buchanans 

27 
Ann D 

 
MARCH 2015 

 

MONDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 

2 
Peter 

4 
Meriel 

6 
Richard 

9 
Isla 

11 
Buchanans 

13 
Rosie 

16 
Jo 

18 
Buchanans 

20 
Rosie 

23 
Dorothy 

25 
Susan 

27 
Ann D 

 
APRIL 2015 

 

MONDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 

 
1 

Muriel 
3 

Richard 

6 
Isla 

8 
Joe R 

10 
Ann D 

13 
Peter 

15 
Buchanans 

17 
Rosie 

20 
Jo B 

22 
Isla 

24 
 

27 
Dorothy 

29 
Buchanans 

 

 
MAY 2015 

 

MONDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 

 
 1 

Peter 

4 
Richard 

6 
Meriel 

8 
Ann D 

11 
Joe R 

13 
Buchanans 

15 
Rosie 

18 
Jo B 

20 
Buchanans 

22 
Rosie 

25 
Dorothy 

27 
Susan 

29 
Isal 

 


